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 A Right Christmas 

Wednesday, December 23, 2009 

Bob Bradley 

I want to ask you a question.  Some of you young people may not know this, but years ago, 

there used to be a fellow who sang a song.  In his song, he said he was dreaming of a 

ά_________έ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ŘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ άǿƘƛǘŜέ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ  Iere is what I want you to 

think about tonight.  Instead of dreaming about a άǿƘƛǘŜέ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ 

άrightέ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ 

Christmas means a lot of things to a lot of different people.  To some people, it is a day off from 

work.  Is it not?  To some people that is all that it is.  To some people, it is a very busy timeτ

Christmas is.  If we go over to Walmart and talk to the employees, do you know what they will 

tell us?  They will tell us that it is a crazy time.  It is a busy time.  If we go down to the post office 

and talk to the people at the post office, they are covered up with mail and overworked.   

I thought today as I was looking out the window up here and watching the UPS trucks going up 

and down the road, and the Fed EX trucks.  Do you know what they would tell you?  They would 

tell you that it is a very busy time of the year.  To some people that is all that it is.   

To some people it is a time to get drunk.  To some people it is a time to get together with 

family.  To millions of people in this world, Christmas does not mean anything.  It is just another 

day to them.  It is another day that they get up, go to work and then come home.  It is just 

another day.  They do not give it any thought.  That is what happens to so many people.  That is 

what so many peopleΩǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƛǎΦ   

However, to those of us who are saved, Christmas should mean something to us.   

When I talk to Renie, I ask her if she loves me and I ask her how much 

she loves me.  She always uses the words άŀ ƭot.έ  {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ άL 

love you a lot.έ  /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŀƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ   

It should be something that is a dear place to you and me.  It should 

be something that means a lot to us.  For one reason, Christmas 

should show us that God loves us.  Christmas does show us that God 

loves us.  He loves us with all of His heart.  Christmas shows us that God recognized us or that 

God saw us when we were lost and undone.  Christmas shows us that.  Think about what I am 

saying now.  I know we talk about the cross and He gets there; but even in Christmas, God 

regarded us, recognized us, and saw that we were undone even in Christmas.  Not only that, 

but also God did something about it.  Jesus Christ was born.  The Savoir was born.  He brought 
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the Savior into the world and that does mean something to a ChristianτHis birth does.  He was 

born.  When we look at Christmas, you and I, He was born that He may die.  He was born that 

He may die for our sins.  Not only that, but also He was born so that He could be raised for our 

justification.  Also, He was born that not only did He die, not only did He go to the grave and 

rose from the dead, but also He has ascended back to heaven to make intercession for you and 

me.  He is our intercessor today.  He was born for that.  That should mean a lot to you and me.  

Also, He was born that He may give us the hope and we have that hope today that He was 

going to come again.  We have that hope today because He was born.  Does everybody 

understand where I am going with this?   

His birth means a lot.  If He had not been born, then He could not have died.  If He had not 

come here, then He could not be our Savior.  There are many things that we forget sometimes.   

Christmas means a lot becauseΧ 

¶ Shows us that God loves us 

¶ God saw us when we were lost and undone 

¶ God did something about itτJesus Christ was born, our Savior 

¶ He was born that He may die for our sins 

¶ He was born so that He could be raised for our justification 

¶ He ascended back to heaven to make intercession for you and meτHe is our 

intercessor. 

We think about packages, bows, gifts, and trees.  That is all fine in its place.  However, Jesus 

Christ was born and that means something to you and me.  It means something to a Christian 

living in the Will of God; His birth means something to us. 

Since that is the case, if we are going to have a right Christmas then there are going to be some 

things here that we are going to have to add or include in us; if we are going to have the right 

Christmas.  I hope that Christmas means more to you than just getting something.  I hope 

Christmas means more to you than what the world looks at Christmas.  I hope it means more to 

you than that.  If we are going to have the right Christmas then there are 

going to be some things that we are going to have to include. 

Luke 2 

7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 

swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no 

room for them in the inn. 
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Did you ever think about this fellow that owned this lodging place?  The place was full and we 

know the reason why.  It was because of the taxation.  We understand that it was full.  

However, the Savior of all mankind, the Creator of all mankind was going to be born in a stable 

owned by this man.  He could have made room for Him, but he did not make room for Him.  

Can you see how much this guy was missing?  Do you see how much he did miss because that 

he did not make room for Jesus? 

The first thing I want to talk about tonight is this.  If we are going to have a right Christmas then 

we are going to have to make room for Jesus.  If we are going to experience, have the right 

Christmas, and be able to enjoy Christmas, then we are going to have to make room for Jesus.  

Does everybody agree with that?   

To this fellow, Jesus did not mean anything.  To this fellow, this birth was not going to mean 

anything.  To this fellow, this pregnant that was about to have a child did not mean anything to 

him.  Therefore, he did not make room for Jesus.  He did not make room for Him.  I wonder 

sometimes, if you and I really have a right Christmas because we do not make room for Jesus. 

When we look at some of these thingsτthis guy here would not make room.  He could not 

have a right Christmas because he did not make room for Jesus.  The thing that you and I need 

to be doing is this.  If we want to have a right Christmas, some of us are going to have to make 

room for Jesus.   

This glass here (holding up a cup of water) if I say that it is full of water, what does that mean.  

There is no more room for anything else in there, is there?  If it is completely full, then there is 

no room to be able to add anything else in there.   

Many times in my life and your life, the reason that we are not experiencing a right Christmas is 

that we have too many things already in our lives that we will not make room for Jesus Christ.  

We cannot have a good Christmas if He is not primary in our hearts, if we do not make room for 

Him in our hearts and in our lives then we cannot have a right Christmas.  It is impossibility.  Do 

you know what we need to do?  We need to throw some things out of our hearts so that we 

can make room for Him in our hearts.  We need to get rid of some things.   

There are some spirits that we have within us today, that are wrong spirits.  They are spirits 

that we should not have in our hearts.  Since our hearts are filled with these things, then there 

is no room for Jesus Christ and therefore, we cannot have a right Christmas.   

One of the spirits that we need to throw out is this.  We need to throw out a spirit of envy.  Our 

lives and hearts, many times, are completely filled with envy.  If our hearts are filled with envy, 

then there is no room for Jesus.  If there is no room for Jesus, then they cannot have a right 

Christmas.   
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Not only do we need to get rid of envy, but we also need to get rid of hatred.  There are people 

who hate people.  There are people who come to church that absolutely hates people.  Do you 

think that you are going to have room in your heart for Jesus if you hate people?  My friend, 

there is no room in your heart and in your life, if you have hatred in your heart then there is no 

room for Jesus in your heart.  It is impossible.  Since that is the case, if you have envy and 

hatred in your heart, then you cannot have a right Christmas.   

Do you know what is going to happen to you if you envy?  You are going to wake up on Friday 

(Christmas) and you are going to be disappointed.  Do you know why you are going to be 

disappointed?  Especially when church rolls around on Sunday morning or Sunday night, you 

are going to be miserable.  You are going to open your packages, and when you look at what 

you gotτmaybe you didnΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜτbut when you come to 

church on Sunday and you see someone else that has on exactly what you wanted; you are 

going to be miserable.  You need to get rid of that stuff.  You need to get it out of your heart.  

That has no place in the life of a Christian.  That is true.   

Not only do we need to get rid of envy and hatred but also there are people who absolutely 

want to be hurtful to other people.  They absolutely thrive on being hurtful to other people.  If 

you are thriving in that, or if that is all that you live for is to hurt other people then your heart is 

filled with that, your life is filled with that then you have no room for Jesus, therefore, you 

cannot have a right Christmas.  That is true. 

I read something in preparing and studying for this.  It was about a thorn.  A flower or someone 

said something to a thorn.  ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻu always want to grab people?  Why is it that every time 

someone goes by you that you want to reach out and get them?έ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƻǊƴ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ 

to hurt them.  I just want to get them.έ  LŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ 

room for Jesus there.   

You are going to be disappointed when Christmas comes because you are not going to have any 

idea about what the real Christmas is all about and the right Christmas is all about.   

Also, we want to hurt people.  If those are the kind of attitudes that we have then, if we just 

want to tear people apart and tear people down, if that is the kind of people that we are, then 

we cannot have a right Christmas.  You cannot have a right Christmas when there is no room 

for Jesus in your heart.   

You might say, ά²ŜƭƭΣ L am not in that category.έ  I am not done yet because we are going to 

move on down through here.  There are some other things here.  You might think, ά²ŜƭƭΣ L ŀƳ 

in pretty good shape.έ  aŀȅōŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘΦ  It is time that we wake up to some things.  We 

need to understand that we are not playing games on planet earth.  Life is not a fairy tale.  Life 

is not something that we are floating through and that we are going to be able to float our way 
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into heaven.  Life is not like that.  Going to heaven is not like that.  If we are going to have the 

right relationship with Jesus Christ, and if we are going to experience a right Christmas then 

we have to make room for Jesus Christ.   

The guy at the Inn did not make room for Him.  We need to throw these things out of our lives.  

We need to make room for Jesus.  The question we need to ask our self tonight is, άIs your 

heart so full of stuff, full of things, so full of all kinds of stuff that you have no room for Jesus 

Christ?έ  If it is, then you are not going to experience a great Christmas or a right Christmas   

People traveling probably saw this as they were traveling.  They went through the snowstorm 

and things like that.  I would say that they probably passed a lot of hotels and motels that had 

on the sign άƴƻ ǾŀŎŀƴŎȅΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǳǇΦ  They had no more room for anyone else.   

Get this. 

Do you know what we do a lot of times?  We hang a άƴƻ ǾŀŎŀƴŎȅέ ǎƛƎƴ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ 

Jesus Christ wants in our lives; many times, we hang up a sign that says άƴƻ ǾŀŎŀƴŎȅ, Lord.  

There is no more room in my heart, Lord.  I have all these things going on.  I am doing this and I 

am doing that.  I just do not have time.  Lord, there is no room for you in my life.έ  Friend, if 

there is no room for Jesus in your heart and in your life then you are not going to enjoy, you are 

not going to experience a right Christmas.  It is going to be impossible.  That is what we have 

done.  That is sad to see Christian people hang the άƴƻ ǾŀŎŀƴŎȅέ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇƻƴ their lives.  They get 

so involved in all kinds of things that they have no room for Jesus.  They have no room for Him 

at all.  They have time to do all kinds of other things.  We can do all kinds of stuff and things.  

We make time to do those things that we want to do.  We make time to do those things that 

are important to us.  Do you know what we will do?  We will break our necks to do those.  We 

will do that.  We give no room in our hearts for Jesus.   

You are going to be miserable.  You are already miserable.  You are going to continue to be 

miserable.  Christmas should be a time of great joy! 

I can remember when the kids were small.  They would be running around and opening 

packages.  It was a great time.  Even when I was a kid, we did not get much for Christmas but I 

can remember how it was a great time.  It was time with all of the family there.  Even now with 

the grandkids, it is a great time.  That is what it should be for you.   

It should be a time that you can enjoy and recognize that Jesus Christ was born and all that He 

has done for you.  It should be that time.  It can be if you will make room for Him.  However, if 

you will not make room for Him then you are just going to go on and be miserable.   
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Luke 2 

20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had 

heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 

If you are going to have a right Christmas then you are going to have include room for Jesus 

and you are going to have to include worship also.   

These guys glorified God.  When the shepherds came and saw 

what happened and they experienced all that went on here; they 

glorified Almighty God.  They praised Almighty God.  It meant 

something to them.  What they had experienced, what was 

going on here, and what they saw meant something to them 

and therefore, they worship or praised the God of heaven for 

the birth of Jesus Christ.  They praised Him for that.   

If we are going to have a right Christmas, not only are we going to have to make room for Him, 

but there also has to be a place in our hearts and lives for worship.  We must do that.   

Do you think that you can really enjoy anything in life without giving place to Jesus, without 

making room for Jesus, without worshiping and praising Him?  Do you think you could really 

enjoy anything in life?  It is not going to happen.   

These guys here worshiped Him.   

There absolutely has to be a place in my heart and in my life to worship Almighty God.  If I am 

going to have a right Christmas then I am going to worship and to praise Almighty God.   

Do you know what happens to a lot of people?  That is a lost art to a lot of people.  Many 

people do not worship God.  So many Christian people today come to church but they do not 

worship God.  They do not spend any time with God at home in praying.  They do not spend any 

time in having daily devotions.  They do not read their Bible.  They do not worship Almighty 

God.   

You talk to so many people who say, άIŜȅΣ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ L ŀƳ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΦ  L Ƨǳǎǘ do not have time to 

come to church.  I can worship at home just as well as I can worship at church.έ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛŜΦ  LŦ 

you can go to Walmart, you can come to church.  If you can get out on the porch and throw 

snowballs at your neighbor then you are able to come to church.  If you can carry a 25-pound 

bag of potatoes from your car to your house then you can come to church.  Do not tell me you 

can worship God as good at home as you can at church because you cannot.  If you are sick, I 

understand that.  Do not go off and say that you cannot go to heaven if you do not go to 
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church.  I am not saying that.  We have people here that we all know who are sick and cannot 

get out and go to church.  We know that.   

The thing is this.  If I really love the Lord then I want to come to worship Him.  If I really love 

Him and He is primary in my life then I am going to want to come and be a part of the service.  

That is a lost art in a lot of places.   

We say that we do not have time.  Many times, we do not want to come to church.  I thought 

about this today too.  We have people who come to church but they really do not worship.  Do 

you know what they think about when they come through the door?  They want to be the last 

person in and the first person out.  Do you know why?  It is because they have other things on 

their mind.  I understand if you have to go to work.  I understand that.  If you have to work to 

get here.  I understand that.   

There have been times in my life that I did not get to work until 7:30 and church started at 7:00.  

There have been times that I have walked through back door and straight to the pulpit.  There 

have been times like that.  That is not because I chose to do that but because I had to work.   

People come to church sometimes and they do not worship when they come.  Their minds are 

on something else.  What they are thinking aboutτthey are not listening to what the preacher 

has to say.  They are not listening to the lesson.  They are not listening to anything.  They have 

their minds occupied with other things.  They cannot wait until they go home.  They cannot 

wait until they leave.  They think about where they are going to eat.  They think about what 

they are going to do when they get home.  They think about what is on TV.  They think about 

what they are going to do tomorrow.  They think about everything coming and going.   

When we come here to church, we should come here to worship Him.  We have to have a place 

in our heart and life, if I am going to have a right Christmas not only am I going to have to 

make room for Him but I am also going to have to include worship.   

That is true!   

There are many changes that we need to make in life.  Not only do we need to make room for 

Him, but also we need to change some things.  We need to get rid of some things out of our life 

that is occupying us, that is stealing away something that is very precious to us and that is our 

time and our thought process. 

Many peopleτthe only thing they think about is their job.  They think about how they are going 

to make money.  They think about how they are going to do this or that.  There are places for 

that.  We need to plan and be good stewards of GodΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 

place in my life and in your life for worship.   
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God instituted the tabernacle and the temple in the Old Testament as a place of worship.  The 

church of Jesus Christ was born and they started meeting in the houses.  They started building 

churches after a while.  However, it is a place to worship Almighty God.  If we did not need to 

worship then we need to take half the book and throw it away.  However, we do need to 

worship. 

If we are going to have a right Christmas then I am going to have to make room for Jesus and I 

am going to have to include worship in my Christmas, if I am going to have a right Christmas.   

Matthew 2 

11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the 

young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and 

worshiped him: and when they had opened their treasures, 

they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 

myrrh. 

This portion of scripture; I know we think sometimes this happened when Jesus was in the 

manger, but it did not.  When the wise men came, it was probably a couple of years later.  

When they came, do you know what they did?  They brought some gifts.  Instead of wanting 

somebody to give them something, they brought something.  They gave something. 

If I am going to have a right Christmas,  

¶ I must make room for Jesus 

¶ I must include worship 

¶ I must include giving 

The Bible says that it is more blessed to give than to receive.  If you have never done it that will 

not make any sense.  If you have never tried that, it will never make any sense to you.  If you 

are in love with what you have, that makes no sense to you.  As the world looks at things, it 

makes no sense to the world.   

It is a whole lot more blessed to give than to receive.   

The wisemen they brought something very valuable.  They brought gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh.  There is a great lesson in what those things meant.  However, we will not take the time 

to get into that tonight.  They brought something and they gave something.   
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If you are going to have a right Christmas: 

¶ You are going to have to make room in your heart for Jesus 

¶ You are going to have include in your life and in your heart worship 

¶ You are also going to have to include giving 

If you do not ever giveτI am not necessarily talking about money; I am including moneyτbut if 

you do not ever giveΧ  [Ŝǘ ƳŜ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΦ  Jesus Christ gave us the prime example of giving.  

All we have to do is look at the cross.  He gave it all.  He gave His life for you and me.   

God is not asking me today to surrender my blood.  He is not asking me to be nailed to a cross, 

even though we may suffer and there may be things that goes on in life that are not pleasant 

because we are in the will of God.  Those things happen.  However, you are not going to be 

crucified or God is not going to ask you to be crucified for you to be pleasing to Him.  He is not 

going to do that.  We need to be giving.   

The Wise men gave.  Wise men still give.  Wise men and wise women still give.  They give their 

money.  Wise men and wise women still give of their time.  They give of their talents.  They still 

yet give; wise men do.  People who have some wisdom know what it means to give.  They know 

the value of giving.  Wise men know that. 

We can look at WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ŘƛŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ƎŀǾŜΦ   

One other thing here that I want to talk about just for two moments.   

Not only if I am going to have a right Christmas do I have to make room for Jesus in my life, do I 

have to make place and give place for worship, do I have to include in my heart and in my life 

giving; but also if I am going to have a right Christmas then I am obligated to tell others about 

Jesus Christ. 

Luke 2 

17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them 

concerning this child. 

As you read, they told people about what had gone on.  The shepherds and the wise men; they 

told what went on.  Had they kept this message to themselves, you and I would not know 

anything about it today.  We would not know about the Christmas story.  We would not know 

about the baby in the manger had they kept this story to themselves.   
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Even the angel made this statement. 

Luke 2 

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. 

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

lying in a manger. 

He told people who was going to be born.  He told people who Jesus was; that He was the 

Christ, the Son of the Living God.  The angel made that announcement.   

If I am going to have a right Christmas, it is necessary that we tell other people 

how great this man, Jesus, really is.  There is nothing like telling other people 

about the goodness of Almighty God. 

You might say, άtǊŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ǘŜŀΦ  L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦέ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƛŦ 

you want to.  Do you know what we allow many times?  We allow satan to buffalo us, or to 

intimidate us into thinking that we cannot tell anyone about Jesus.  If you can ask someone to 

pass the bread, then you can tell people that Jesus Christ loves them.  It is that simple.   

If we will make room, and allow these things in our life and include these things in our life then 

we can have a right Christmas.  We can wake up on Friday morning (Christmas) and our lives 

just be filled with joy.  We can experience a great and a right Christmas if we will just include 

these things in our life.   

If you are going to have a right Christmas: 

¶ You are going to have to make room in your heart for Jesus 

¶ You are going to have include in your life and in your heart worship 

¶ You are also going to have to include giving 

¶ You are obligated to tell people that Jesus Christ loves them 

 

Comeτ 

 


