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Proof Jesus is Alive 

Wednesday, October 28, 2009 

Bob Bradley 

John 21:1-14 

1 After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and 

on this wise showed he himself.  

2 There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in 

Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. 

3 Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. 

They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately: and that night they caught 

nothing. 

4 But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew 

not that it was Jesus. 

5 Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No. 

6 And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They 

cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. 

7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon 

Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) 

and did cast himself into the sea. 

8 And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it 

were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes. 

9 As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid 

thereon, and bread. 

10 Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught. 

11 Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, a hundred and fifty 

and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken. 

12 Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art 

thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 

13 Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise. 

14 This is now the third time that Jesus showed himself to his disciples, after that he was 

risen from the dead. 

 

We have been studying through the book of Mark and we covered through where Jesus was crucified.  

We even talked about when He bowed His head and gave up the ghost.  We know that they took Him 

down from the cross.  We know that Joseph of Arimathea did and Nicodemus.  They put Him in a tomb; 

a brand new tomb, the Bible says where never a man had laid before.  We know that they put Him 

there.  We also know that He had told them on many different occasions that He was going to raise from 

the dead.  We know that He did that as we read Mark 16 and as you will read tomorrow in your Bible 



[CAMPBELL CHAPEL FWBC - SERMON] October 28, 2009 

 

 
B o b  B r a d l e y ,  P a s t o r  

 
Page 3 

reading; you will find out that Jesus Christ arose from the dead just exactly like He said He was going to.  

He arose from the dead. 

That is one thing that I want to say in the beginning.  That is what makes Christianity different than all 

the other hundreds of religions that are in the world today is that the One that we worship, He was dead 

and now He is alive.  He is no longer dead.  He is alive.  That is what makes the Christian religion 

different than any other religion.  There are all kinds of them out there today.  There are literally 

hundreds and hundreds of them.  However, there is only one that has a risen, living Savior and that is 

Christianity.  We appreciate what the Lord is doing. 

We get to John chapter 21 and now keep in mind that Peter and the disciples saw Jesus die.  They saw 

Him die.  Peter was right there when they were beating Him and spitting upon Him and scourging Him.  

Peter saw all of that.  Peter was right there at the cross.  John and the other disciples were right there at 

the cross.  They knew that Jesus Christ died.  They knew that.  Not only did they know that, but they 

also—as you read here and go back and look at some things—they also knew that Jesus Christ was alive.  

He is alive.   

We know that He appeared to the women.  We know that He appeared to two on the road to Emmaus 

and different ones here.  They also know that He is alive.  Keep that in mind.  Jesus has told them that 

He was going to raise from the dead and we know that He did that.  Also, keep in mind that they also 

knew that He had died.  There was no doubt in their minds that He was dead.  He told them that He was 

going to go away.  He told them that He was going to come back and so forth.  However, there were 

many things that they did not understand.   

You and I have the whole Bible.  We can read the whole thing.  We can read from the beginning to the 

end.  It makes it a whole lot easier for us to be able to see some things and understand some things 

because we have the whole picture.  They did not have this.   

Jesus is risen from the dead.  He is alive.  He has shown Himself that He was alive.  He told the disciples 

that He was going to meet them in Galilee.  That was the words that the angels told Mary.  “You go tell 

my disciples and Peter that I’ll see them in Galilee.”  Do you remember that?  That is what Jesus told 

them to tell Peter.  This is where we are at in this story tonight.  We are at Galilee.  We are at the Sea of 

Galilee.   

1 After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and 

on this wise showed he himself. 

The sea of Tiberias and the Sea of Galilee are the same place.  This is after the events that have 

happened in chapter 20; after the things that John had recorded in chapter 20 that Jesus has rose from 

the dead.  He has appeared to different ones of them.  They had seen Him.  They knew that He was 

alive.  Not only that but they had seen Him in the Upper Room the same night that He had risen from 

the dead.  They were in the Upper Room and He had just appeared unto them.  They knew He was alive.  

They may not have understood a lot of different things.  They may not have had a grasp on different 

things.  They were probably still yet scared to death about not knowing whether the chief priests, the 
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Romans and all those in authority may come and get us, arrest us, and kill us as they did Jesus.  There is 

no doubt in my mind there is still yet a lot of fear going on here.   

2 There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in 

Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. 

There are seven of them here at the Sea of Galilee.  They are there and have been instructed to be 

there.  That is where Jesus would meet them at.  Here they are just sitting around here. 

3 Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. 

They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately: and that night they caught 

nothing. 

If you look at what is happening here, they are here and they know that Jesus is gone.  They know that 

He is alive because they have seen Him.  There are a lot of things that they don’t understand.  Here they 

are waiting upon Jesus.  They decide that they are going to go fishing.  Now they didn’t go fishing like 

you and I would go fishing.  They didn’t go to the pond and take out their rod and reel; they went back 

to their boats that they owned.  If you read the gospel of Luke and the gospel of Mark, we actually went 

through this a few weeks ago in our Sunday school lesson.  Do you remember the other miracle of the 

draw of the fishes?  Do you remember when Jesus was on this same sea here when He went down and 

got on Peter’s boat and told him to thrust out a little from land?  Do you remember that?  This is the 

same sea.  It’s a different story and a different time.  It probably happened two years before this.  Jesus 

after He was finished preaching told them to launch out into the deep and let down their nets.  After 

some discussion they let down their net and encompassed a great bunch of fish.  When they got the fish 

back to land the Bible says that Jesus said “Hey, from henceforth you guys are going to catch men.”  Do 

you remember that?  They forsook all that and they followed Jesus.  That’s in there.  Isn’t it?  That 

happened two years before this event takes place; if my understanding is correct.   

They are going to go back to something that they had forsaken.  When you look at this and what they 

are doing; we know that people need to eat.  Don’t we?  We know that we need to be clothed and we 

need to have all the things that we need to have to be able to live here on planet earth.  They go back to 

something that they have forsaken.  They are going back to doing something that two years ago they left 

behind and started following Jesus.  Keep that in mind.  I’m not beating up on these guys because I can 

read the whole story.  They could not read the whole story.  It’s amazing to me how and what Jesus is 

going to do here to teach them a lesson that they need to learn.  

The lesson is this.  As you read over here, Jesus told them “You can’t do a thing without me.”  He’s 

already told them, “You absolutely cannot do a thing without me.”  He had already told them that.  Now 

He is going to prove that to them.  He is going to show them that just because He has died and that He is 

risen from the dead, they still yet need Him.  Not only do they need Him, but He can take care of them 

just like He did while He was with them in body.  That takes faith to do that. 

These guys had gone fishing.  I thought here what happened.  They went out that night and the Bible 

says that they fished all night but did not catch anything. 
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3 Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. 

They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately: and that night they caught 

nothing. 

I wrote down some things here today.  They went out here and it was a night filled with defeat.  They 

went out here.  They fished and had done all that they had done before when they had caught bunches 

of fish, but on this particular night they didn’t catch anything.  Not only was it a night of defeat, but it 

was dark.  They did fish at night.  Keep some of things in mind and I’ll talk about them in just a minute.  

Not only that but also they had not got a direct word from the Lord to go fishing.  Furthermore, all their 

efforts were met with failure.  When they get to see Jesus see on the shore, when it was daylight; they 

don’t even recognize who Jesus is.  There are many things going on here, but there are some things here 

that they should have seen and recognized that was going on that they did not.   

The reason I want to talk about this tonight is this.  Many times in life we go backwards instead of going 

forwards.  Even though we may have said two years ago, like these guys said, “Hey, we are going to 

forsake our fishing business and put all of that aside and we are going to follow You.”  However, now 

they are right back to doing what they had forsaken two years ago.   

In life sometimes, we do the same things.  We absolutely sometimes, go backwards.  Sometimes we go 

back and do things that we said that we would never do.  Truth?  I’m not jumping on anybody.  I’m 

saying here that these things are down where “the rubber meets the road” because we are human 

people.  This is where that we live at.  This is the street that we live on because there are many times in 

life that we do go backwards instead of going forwards.  These guys here did it.  When we go that 

direction and do those things that we have once forsaken then we are going to be met with darkness.  

We are going to be met with failure.  We are going to be met with all kinds of disappointments.  That is 

going to happen.  God is not going to  direct us, as He didn’t direct these guys, when we are going back 

to doing things that we have forsaken many years ago.   

Again, I’m not making any excuses for sin.  Don’t you think that I'm making excuses for sin because I’m 

not doing that.  God doesn’t make any excuses for sin.  We cannot excuse that.  There is no excuse for 

that.  It is not God’s fault that when we do go the wrong way, make the wrong decisions, and go 

backwards; that is not God’s fault.  That is a lack of faith on our part.  

 That was a lack of faith on these follows part here in not believing Him.  He had already told them “Hey, 

guys, I’m going to take care of you.  Everything is going to fine.  I’m going to be fine.  I’m going to go 

away.  I’m going to come again.”  Get this.  He also told them a few chapters that when He went away 

that He was going to send another comforter.  Didn’t He?  He made this statement:  “I will not leave you 

comfortless.”   

The word “comfortless” means this.  It means “orphaned.”   

What Jesus is saying here, He says, “I’m going to treat you and you are not going to be orphans walking 

around having no parents.  You are not going to be just like orphans out here where no one cares about 

you and you have no direction with no one watching over you.”  He says, “I’m going to send another 
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comforter.  I’m going to send someone who is going to comfort you.”  That time hadn’t come here yet.  

It was going to come in Acts 2, we understand that.  However, He promised them that He was going to 

take care of them and He was going to take care of them.  And He would take care of them.”  Yet, they 

did not believe Him.  Their faith was very weak.  We understand why.   

In our lives today, we sometimes take steps and we go backwards.  We do things that we said that we 

would never do.  We make blunders and we get discouraged because the Lord may not be doing what 

we think He should be doing at a particular time.   

These guys were probably thinking “Hey, He said he was going to go away.  He hasn’t come back yet.  

We don’t where He is at.  We don’t what is going on.  We are just going to go back to fishing.  We knew 

that He was the Messiah.  We knew that He could walk on water.  We watched Him heal.  We watched 

Him cure the blind.  We watched all of that, but where is He at now?” 

Sometimes, in my life and in your life we get that way.  Even though God has saved us, even though God 

has forgiven us of our sin; there are times in our life that we say, “Lord, where are you at?  Its dark, Lord.  

I’m not hearing anything from You.  Lord, I’m not getting any direction from you.  It seems like 

everything I try is a failure.  Where are you at?”   

This is where these guys were at.  When I get like that, then we start pouting, feeling sorry for ourselves, 

then we go through this whole big deal.  Do you know what we need to do when we get that way.  We 

need to just get on our face somewhere and say, “Lord, please forgive me again.  Lord, I’m acting like a 

baby again.”  When we do that, God will pick us up and dust us off a little bit and put us back on the way 

again.  We cry many times a whole lot longer than we need to be crying.   

Jesus is going to prove to them that He can take care of them even though He is not with them 

physically; He is going to prove that He can take care of them.  The Bible says they go out here and they 

catch nothing the whole night.   

4 But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew 

not that it was Jesus. 

Keep that in mind.  It was daylight now and here Jesus was standing on the shore.  The men were 

professional fishermen.  They knew how to fish.  They had been out here all night and hadn’t caught 

anything.  They see Jesus standing on the shore.  The Bible says that they knew not it was Jesus.   

Sometimes, we get in our failures that we have, when we are having a pity party, when we are feeling 

sorry for ourselves and we wonder where Jesus Christ is…  Do you know where He is at?  He is a whole 

lot closer than we think He is.  These guys here had made a failure.  They had been a failure all night.  

They hadn’t caught anything.  Yet, Jesus was just 300 feet away standing on the shore.  That is where He 

was at.  Not only that, but also we look at things sometimes in life such as success and failure.  We look 

at what we think success is and what we think failure is.  We look at where we would like to be and then 

we look at where we are at sometimes.  Sometimes we see a great vast difference there.  We see a long 



[CAMPBELL CHAPEL FWBC - SERMON] October 28, 2009 

 

 
B o b  B r a d l e y ,  P a s t o r  

 
Page 7 

distance between where we that we would like to be and where that we are at.  Between success and 

failure; we think sometimes it is a long way.   

It wasn’t.  Jesus was standing 300 feet away.  The length of success, the distance between success and 

failure was just the width of the boat.  These boats were probably 15 to 18 feet wide probably.  The 

distance between success and failure was just on the other side of the boat.  It was just the width of the 

boat.  That is what separated them from success. 

They didn’t recognize who Jesus was. 

5 Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No. 

When you read that in the original, it tells us that when Jesus made that statement, He was expecting a 

negative answer.  In other words, He already knew that they didn’t have any fish.  He understood that 

they didn’t have any fish.  He was going to prove to them that He could take care of them even though 

He was not going to be physically with them every day.  He was going to be with them spiritually.  We 

know that they were going to have the Holy Ghost within them.  We understand that.  However, He 

wants to prove to them that not only when He was here that He could do miracles, but also since He has 

died and arose, He can still yet do miracles.  God has not lost any of His power.  We don’t see a lot of 

things that Jesus did and we understand that.  We know why.  God is just as powerful today as the day 

He was when He arose Jesus Christ from the dead.  From the day that Jesus walked on water, from the 

day that He healed lepers or whatever He did; His power is just as great. 

6 And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They 

cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. 

Get this. 

They had been out all night.  It had been dark.  They had failed.  They had fished and done all that they 

knew how to do.  They hadn’t received any direction from the Lord; they were out here on their own.  

They were going back and doing things that they had forsaken, that they had given up two years before, 

but now they are back doing those things again and they had failed.   

6 And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They 

cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. 

In other words, you will catch some fish if you will just cast your net on the right side of the ship and you 

will find.  Again, that is what I was getting at a while ago.  Sometimes, we think that success will never 

happen.  Sometimes, we think that we spend a night of failure, and many nights of failure, or months or 

years and we think that there can never be success.  We think that we can never get back to the place 

where God would speak to us, where God would do great things in our life.  However, that is not true.  

So many times Jesus is a whole lot closer than we think He is.  He is just standing here on the bank; 

that’s where He is at.  They didn’t recognize Him.  We could talk about that for a while.  Maybe there are 

some reasons that they did not recognize Him, but probably what it was, to me as I read this is that they 

were disgusted.  They had been out there all night and they were tired.  Again, they don’t know where 
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Jesus is at.  They don’t know what is going to happen.  They know He’s gone.  They have seen Him.  

There were a lot of things that they didn’t know. 

In life, that happens a lot.  I don’t have all the answers and you don’t have all the answers either.  Many 

things happen in life that we don’t have the answers to.  It is great to know that Jesus Christ does have 

the answer.  Not only does He have the answer, but He will bless us in ways that we can never imagine if 

we will just listen to His voice.  Recognize who He is. 

6 And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They 

cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. 

They cast the net on the other side and now they were not able to draw it to the boat because of all the 

fish they had in it.  The lesson for these guys was this.  “Even though I am gone, even though I am not 

physically with you, even though that we are not walking together physically everyday; I’m still yet the 

same individual that ate with you, that fished with you and you watched me do all these miracles—I am 

still yet the same guy.  I still yet have all the awesome power that I had then and I still yet have it now.”  

The reason that He wants to teach them that is this.  These were going to be the guys who were going to 

carry on the ministry.  These were going to be the guys.  Some of these guys were going to be very 

prevalent in the first twelve chapters of Acts.  They were going to be very prevalent.  They were going to 

be the ones carrying the ball.  Therefore, Jesus wants to teach them, “Hey, even though I am not walking 

with you physically; I am still yet walking with you spiritually.  Even though I am not walking beside of 

you physically, I can still yet bless you in a super-natural way, I am still yet God and there is nothing that 

I can’t do even though I am not walking with you physically.”  Isn’t that great to know? 

I have never walked with Jesus on the shore of Galilee.  I have never done that and never will.  We know 

that we won’t.  I never saw Him do some things that He has done.  I have read them in the book.  I have 

never seen a lot of the things that He did.  I was not here when this event took place.  However, the 

night that I got saved—do you know what happened?  He moved in.  The comforter moved in.  He 

moved into our hearts.  Do you know what?  Saved people today have a constant companion dwelling 

on the inside of us.  He is someone that will never leave us, will never forsake and will be with us always 

even unto the end.  Isn’t that great to know that we have Him and that the awesome power that He has, 

the awesome power that is used by Him in my life and in your life; isn’t that awesome to know?  We are 

blessed tonight.  Even when I am by myself, I’m not alone and you are not either, if you are saved.  That 

is great to know.  Isn’t it?   

7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon 

Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) 

and did cast himself into the sea. 

Here’s what Peter done.  When John saw this great multitude of fish that they caught, then John 

automatically recognized the awesome authority and power of this guy standing on the bank that said 

“Cast your net on the right side and you shall find.” When they enclosed this great multitude of fishes, 

John automatically took a second look and he knew who it was.  John said, “Peter, its Jesus!”  Do you 

know Peter done?  He no doubt, goes over and gets his leather coat that he had laid aside.  He had 
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clothes on.  When the scriptures used the word “naked” it is talking about that he had his overcoat off 

so that he could work.  He reaches over and grabs his overcoat (that wouldn’t make too much sense to 

me, but Peter didn’t make too much sense sometimes in some of things that he did.)  Sometimes, I don’t 

make much sense either and you don’t either sometimes.  Some of the things you do don’t make a bit of 

sense.  Some of the things I do don’t make any sense.  Jumping into a lake with a leather coat on doesn’t 

make a bit of sense to me.  Would it you?  However, Peter was excited.  He wanted to get to where 

Jesus was at and that is exactly what he did.  Before, in the scriptures that we talked about earlier when 

Peter recognized who Jesus was do you know what he said?  “Depart from me O Lord, for I am a sinful 

man.”  That is what he told the Lord two years ago.  Here, even though he made a night full of failure, 

when he saw it was Jesus, he wanted to get to where He was at.   

Do you know where I want to be?  If I have to swim through the sea with a leather coat on, I want to be 

where Jesus is at.  When I’m where He is at then I know I am where the blessing is at.  When I’m living 

close to Him, when I can see Him, when He can see me when I know where He’s at, when I am very close 

to Him then I know that there is a blessing there.  That is the same for all of us. 

8 And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it 

were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes. 

As I said earlier, they were three hundred feet away.  Even though Jesus was very close they did not 

recognize Him.  The Bible says that they come dragging the net. 

8 And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it 

were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes. 

The get the thing took care of here and get to land.  Do you know what happens here?   

9 As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid 

thereon, and bread. 

They see Jesus not only did they see Him, but the see a fire, bread and fish here.  The reason I am saying 

all of that is this.  Jesus Christ was alive.  He had been dead, but He was alive.  He was doing things that 

live people do.  He built a fire.  He cooked some fish.  He cooked some bread.  He told the guys to come 

on over.  He told them to fish on the other side of the boat.  He was doing things that live people do.  

Dead people don’t talk.  Do they?  They don’t have any ability to do anything.  They are just dead.  

However, Jesus Christ was alive. 

10 Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught. 

11 Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, a hundred and fifty 

and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken. 

Do you remember back two years ago when they went fishing, Jesus told them to let down their nets.  

Their nets brake.  Here they enclose a great multitude of fishes but their nets did not break.  We could 

say a whole lot about that.  We could say a whole lot about their nets not being broken.  The thing that 
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we need to remember is this.  It gets back to fishing, where we need to fish.  It gets back being where 

and what we need to be doing.  It gets back to doing what we need to be doing.   

Opportunity is a great thing, but greater than opportunity is being in the Will of God and being in the 

right place at the right time.  When we are living in the Will of God then God will bless us and take care 

of us.  God will do for us that we could never imagine He would do. 

Do you know what happens here?  They get there and they bring the fish.  Then Jesus said… 

12 Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art 

thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 

The disciples did not ask who He was.  Do you know why?  They did not ask because they knew that it 

was Jesus.  The reason they knew is because they saw His awesome power, they saw Him, and they saw 

what He was doing.  There was no doubt in their mind that this was Jesus Christ.   

What I want us to realize tonight is this.  Do you know what Jesus did?  This is just one of the many 

things that Jesus Christ did after He arose from the dead.  This is just one of the appearances that He 

made after He arose from the dead. 

He is alive tonight.  Just like He proved to these disciples 2000 on the Sea of Galilee that He was alive; He 

will prove Himself to you tonight that He is alive.   

If you are here tonight and unsaved, I promise you that you can leave here tonight alive. 

These fellows here were catching fish and the fish were dying.  Today we are catching people that are 

dead in their sins and when we get them to Jesus they become alive.  You can become alive tonight.  You 

can be alive tonight.  You may have lived all of your life; if you have lived all your life in sin then you are 

dead in your trespasses and sin.  However, I promise you tonight that Jesus Christ will prove Himself to 

be alive to you and He will be alive in you tonight, if you will just come and ask Him to forgive you of 

your sin.  He will cleanse you tonight.   

Comeτ 

 


