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Doing the Little Things

Sunday Evening, October 18, 2009
Bob Bradley
Luke 5:1-11

1 And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he stood by
the lake of Gennesaret,

2 And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone otthef, and were
washing their nets.

3 And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust
out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship.

4 Now when he had left speaking, he saidto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down
your nets for a draught.

5 And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken
nothing: nevertheless at thy word | will let down the net.

6 And when they had this donehéy enclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net broke.

7 And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and
help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink.

8 When Simon Rer saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for | am a sinful
man, O Lord.

9 For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had
taken:

10 And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedeéeh were partners with Simon. And
Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.

11 And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him.

What would you do tonight if Jesus would do something for you that you have been trying to do and you

O2dz Ry Qlii R2K . 2dzQ@0S 62N] SRT @2dzQ0S Wehtand dedeRT & 2 dzQ
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what we cannot do.

| thought today about that. The Lord does that a lot. Not only has He already done itT in saving us from
our sin, and many times we may have tried to work out our salvation for ourselves; we might have tried
to do all kinds of things to get right with GodT but we figured out somewhere along the line that we
could not save ourselves. We had to call upon the Lord and trust Him and He saved us. Therefore, we
ought to be very grateful. We ought to be very grateful that God has done something for us as great as
giving us salvation from our sin, delivered us from death and hell and wrote our names in heaven; we
should rejoice tonight. We should praise Him tonight for being so good unto us. As we talk tonight, just
for a few moments; keep that in mind.
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1 And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he stood by
the lake of Gennesaret,

When you look where Jesus is at here, He is down by the Sea of Galilee. We know, if you read Isaiah 9,
and different places; we know that in and around the Sea of Galilee is where Jesus did most of His
mighty works. He did some awesome things here in, around and about the Sea of Galilee. We know the
Bible talks about the people that sit in darkness have seen a great light. What they were talking about
here is all the things Jesus was doing here in and about here around the Sea of Galilee. The Bible says
the people are pressing upon Jesus. When you look at what that means in the original text, it means
that people were just about to crush Him. They were surrounding Him. They were all around Him as He
was standing on the bank of the Sea of Galilee and people were all around Him. They were just about to
crush Him. The bible says here they pressed upon Him to hear the Word of God.

These folks were here had no doubt seen Jesus do many things. They saw Him do some great things.

They were here. They wanted to get close to Him so that they could hear His Words, so they could hear

gKFEG 1S KIFEIR G2 &alieKkd? dzekkidi QaL ayWwQ i oASiake YSE K1 G NBIF € £ @
people want to get close to Jesus so they can hear His Word. That was 2000 years ago, but there are

folks today who still yet want to get close to Jesus so they can hear His Word. Many times the reason

that we are not hearing anything from Him today is because we are too far away. We are living too far

L gl & @ LayQid AG ANBlLIG 6KSy ¢S tA0S 0t2aS (2 1 AYZ
we can hear His Word. There is nothing like hearing from heaven when the Lord Jesus Christ speaks. |

appreciate Him today and all that He is doing.

2 And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were
washing their nets.

Here Jesus is standing on the bank. There is no doubt in my mind, if | understand things correctly, there
are probably thousands upon thousands of people here that are standing on the bank and as the slope
would rise up, they are standing here and they are wanting to hear Jesus. Do you know what Jesus
wants to do? He wants to talk so people can hear Him.

CKFGQa oKIG L glyld LIS2L SLI2dAT R2REKQEPG I YV GoI0ED
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people to hear what the Bible says and what is going on there.
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2 And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were
washing their nets.

| thought about what Jesus is going to do here.

3 And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust
out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship.

Here is Simeon and the rest of them that were with him, the Bible says they were washing their nets.
They had taken their nets off of the boat. They had them probably in the shallow water down here.
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They were getting the garbage out of their nets where they had pulled their nets in, and put their nets

down, and pulled them back in again; they, no doubt, had caught all kinds of trash and all kinds of debris

had got caught up in these nets that were here. They were taking the junk out of them and cleaning

them up. Then they would take them and lay them upon the shipand letthS Y RNE @ LT (KS& R
that they would rot. This is what they were doing. | thought about what Jesus said. Keep this in mind.

Do you know what Jesus said? He made a very simple request unto Simeon.

3 And he entered into one of the ships, whiclagsvSimon's, and prayed him that he would thrust
out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship.

LG 61ayQid I @GSNB oA3 NBldzSad Fd Iffo LG sl ayQi a
something like that at all. It was just something that was very simple that the Lord was going to ask
Simeon to do. Listen. Simeon was going to do that.

What | want us to think about just for a few moments tonight is what the Lord is
asking you and me to do. In my life and in your life, do you know what God will ask us
to do? We know that He will ask us to come and follow Him as He has already done.

When you look back in Mark 1, do you know what you find out? You will find out that

He has already met these fellows. He has already called them. They know who He is. He is about to do

some things here that they could not do for themselves. He says 6Peter, | want you to thrust out just a

little bit from land.€ He was going to use a ship here for a pulpit that He could teach those that were

GKSNB: 6K2 61 yiSR G2 KSIFENJIGKS 22NR 2F D2RT 1S 41 a

What | want to ask us tonight is this. What is the Lord asking you and me to do? Do you know what He
will never do? He will never ask us to do something great until we have been obedient in the very small
things. Do you know what so many of us want to do? We want to do great things for God. We want to
go ahead and do astronomical things for God and for God to do astronomical things for us. However,

gKIFEG 6S 62yQG R2 I 20 2F GAYSAT 6S 62yQiG R2 (KS
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things in your life then you are going to have to do some simple things before you ever get there.
¢ NXzi K K H ¢CKFGQa GNYzSo L¥ &2dz KIS 06SSy al @SR @SN
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was close to the bank anyway. He was already tied up to the bank. He was going to be able to thrust a

few yards out into the Sea. Jesus was going to be able to speak from the ship. People were going to be

able to hear Him. Multitudes were going to be able to hear Him. If you have ever been on a boat, out in

the water, do you know what your voice will do? Your voice will echo off of the water. When Jesus

would speak, people would be able to hear Him.

| want you to think about Peter now. | want you to think about him. As you read the rest of the story,
6S 1y26s GKIFIG KS KIFIra o60SSy dz2J It yAIKIGD 52y Q0 6SK
52y Qi 6SK CAaKAy3d KSNB glayQi Iy SlFrae 22060 Ld 0
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be a fisherman. Fishermen were very rugged. They were very tough. They were people of whom we

would look at being the toughest, no doubt, in the profession that they had. Jesus asked him to do

something very simple. Peter does that. Do you know why Peter does it? | thought about this today.

One reason Peter did it was because he was busy doing something that he wanted to do. He was busy
doinga 2 YSGKAY3 GKIG KS ySSRSR (2 R2 FyR GKIG 6Fa 61 a
F2NIt SGSNI (G2 GKNHzaG 2dzi F fAG0GES oAlG FNRBY (KS fly
because he had some work he had to do anyway. While Jesus was using his boat then he was going to

be able to continue washing his nets, doing what he is doing and everything is going to be fine.

A lot of times in my life and in your life God will ask us to do simple things, very simple things. Many

timesA U 62y QUG 0 | SMahytiheNili 2472 y2RuNEfRASHIIWE I f t & 2y Qi R?2
However, God has a plan and if we would do those simple things that God asks us to do; God has got

something greater on there that He wants to do. We miss out so much. We miss out on so much

0SOlIdzaS 6S 62yQl 2dzadG aAyYLX e OGKNHzaG 2dzi FNRBY (KS
bank. We like to be anchored at the shore. We like to be there. We call it security and a lot of other

thind & ® alyed GAYSa Al Aa 0SOFdzasS ¢S 2dzald R2y Qi oI y(
you and me and for you and me. He has got a lot to say. He is going to ask us to do a lot of things. The

question is; Are we going to do them or are we not going to do them?

As | said earlier, He has already met these guys. He knows who they are. They know who He is. He

YSSia G4KSY KSNB R2gy o0& GKS aSI aK2NBo 'S &aleéeasx
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about to ask him to do.

What are you going to do with the very simple things that Jesus Christ asks you to do? Many times,

there are times, if you are reading your Bible, studying your Bible, and praying and living in the Will of

God; God will ask you to do simple things. As | said read your Bible, study and pray. God will ask you to

visit people. God will put people upon your mind to call and check on. God will do simple things.

Sometimes God may put on your heart to give somebody a few dollars. Truth? Those are very small

GKAYy3Jao I NBY Qii: AtekSgbing to dottHoss thiljgsz @ welgdng to dodhose small

things that He asks us to do? If we do those small things that He asks us to do; | promise you the work

will get greater and greater and the rewards will be greater if we will just simply do those small things

that he asks us to do. What would have happened here, what would we have in this story if Jesus says,

Peter GKNHzaG +F fAGGES o0AG FTNRBY flFLyRdPE YR t SGSNI al &
2 SONB gl aKAy3a 2dzNJ ySia d. WearSgoihghdfgo hbnie 2ndziet saimathing SG R2y S
toeat. Weneedtotakeanap. WeKI @Sy Qi OF dzZ3KG Fy@GKAY3I Fff yAIKGDSE
2T GKS aili2NeK ¢CKFG ¢2dzZ RYyQi KI @S 6SSy YdzOK 27F |
could do.

The reason | am saying that tonight is this. So many times in my life and in your life, is that God speaks,

God asks, and God pleads making very simple requests to me and you; things that we could do, things

that is not going to inconvenience you a whole lot, things that probably a lot of times are not going to

costmuch. Heasksdza (2 R2 @SNEB AAYLI S GKAy3Iao alye (AYSa
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comes time to do things that we want to do, some things that | want to do. It may not be anything that

[N

Jesus asked us to do, but it is amazing how much better we can be feeling and how quickly we can
change things.

What | want us to think about tonight is this. Think about how much we miss by not doing the simple,
small things that He asks us to do.

There are many folks today who are saved that need help. We may not necessarily have the avenue to

supply all their needs but you would be amazed of how much of a blessing that you could be to

42YS02Re AF @2dz ¢2dA R 2dzad LA O] GKS LK2yS FyR al @
for a week or two. We are praying for you. | know that you have been sick. Drop them a card. Go by

YR 4SS GKSY®¢ CK2a4S | NBE OSNE aYlstStoSINGA ypha aldENBl R
have time. We have time to do everything else, but the very small things that He asksustodoT 6S R2 y Qi
have time.
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deep then you are never going to see the awesomepog SNJ 2 F D2R Ay &2dz2NJ f AFS O t
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4 Now when he had left speaking, he said unton®n, Launch out into the deep, and let down
your netsfor a draught.

G Xy S i aXégetthatdzNI €

5 And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken
nothing: nevertheless at thy word | will let down theet.

Now | want you to think about what Peter is thinking here, but | do know some of things he is thinking

0S0OlFdzasS 2F ¢6KIFG KS &l AR® WS&adza alARXI at SGSNE y2¢
water and let down your nets for a draught when you get out theNB @ ¢ t SGSNI A& GKAY1lAYS3
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know what | am doing. | have fished all night. | have fished in this lake. | know where they are at. |

1y26 K2g¢g G2 OFGOK FTAAKDE

We are a whole lot like that a lot of times. When Jesus tells us to do things that is out of the ordinary

0KS FANRG (GKAYy3 ¢S ale Aa a¢KFEG gAftf ySOSNI g2N] o
'Y R 2 Noyieded £will tell you something. The greatest mechanic that | know is Jesus Christ. The

great Electrician that | know is Jesus Christ. The greatest fixer that | know is Jesus Christ. The greatest

healer that | know is Jesus Christ. Heisallofthali 0 SOl dz&aS 1S Oly FAE GKAy3a cFk
OKAYy3a (KL Wenfapnot@hinkittiHe dBr2b@t He can.
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5 And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken
nothing: nevertheless at thy word | will ledown the net.

Ly 2GKSNJ 62NRaz Ay aLAGS 2F &t GKFEGX Ay aLAGS 27
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We do a lot of things to try to satisfy our self many times. We do a lot of things to try to pacify ourselves
YIye GAYSao 52y QG ¢6SK WSadza | a1 SR dzaustbdo, R2 (KA A&
we want to take a short cut or we just want to do part of it.
t SGSNJ aleax ac¢KIFIiQa FTAYySo LY GKFGiQa gKIG &2dz gty
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6 And when they had this done, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net broke.

When they simply done what Jesus said for them to do; they go out in
RSSL) 6KSNB t SGSNJ ySOSNI FAaK&SR
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of the night. Peter goes out in deep water in the middle of the day. He s »
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lets down the net and he gets this great multitude of fishes and the Bible
says that his net breaks.

The miracle is not that there are schools of fish in the Sea of Galilee.

CKFGQa y20 GKS YANI OftS KSNB® ¢CKSNBE 6SNBE ao0OKz22f a
by faith what Jesus Christ asked him to do then Jesus brought the miracle to Peter. Jesus brought the

fish to the boat. Instead of taking the boat to the fish, He brought the fish to the boat.

7 And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and
help them. And they came, and filleaboth the ships, so that they began to sink.

52 é2dz (y2¢9 gKI G GKSe& RARK ¢tKSe@ (‘)SEI)\)/ G2 Kz2ffSNJ
all these fish.

Do you know what | thought about today? | thought about how great God is. You have heard me say
many times that God has a sense of humor. He really does.
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Here Peter is complaining about being tired, moaning and crying about being tired. He probably thought

he would let the down and draw it back in, put it in the boat then go home and take a nap. However,

the Lord is going to show him what being tired is all about. When he threw the net in the water, it was

full fish. Then to pull the net into the boat took a lot of effort. When Peter thought that he would do

thisand justgettogohome;isy Qi A G FYFT Ay3 Ay Yeé ¢SIl1ySaa FyR Ye
L26SNI 2F D2R Oly aidAatt oS YIFIyAFTSailk CKIGQa oKI G

When we simply will do those small things that God asked us to do then we are getting in a place that

GodOlF'YyY R2 &a2YS YANI Odzf 2dzda (GKAYy3IaA Ay 2dzNIJ fAFSD LF¥
D2R R2 (GKS 0A3 (KAy3Iao ,2dz gAftf yS@OSNI 4SS D2R R2
obedient to the very small things that God asks you to do.

We have people sitting here tonight, we have people listening to me tonight who are talented people;

they can do a lot of different things. They have all kinds of talent that they can really be used for

Almighty God in His Work; but do you know why they are not seeing God do anything in their lives? Itis

0SOlIdaS GKSe ¢2yQi aAravyLie R2 (KS @OSNE avlftf GKAy3
you do great things if you are not going to do very simple things that He asks you to do. | know that

makes people mad and upset sometimes. L (y@&i | 62 dzi o0SAy3 dz2JaSad LiQa y:
about getting to a place where God can bless us. That is what it is about. Itis about getting to a place

where we can see the greatpowerof D2 R Ay 2dzNJ f A S a o ¢CKIFGiQa oKFG Al
about.

They fill all the ships with fish. The whole place is about to go under. Itis about to sink. | guarantee you
that Peter got a whole lot more tired before he got any rest. However, Peter got to see something that |
want us to see. Peter got to see the awesome power of Jesus Christ. Peter got to see the awesome
power of being obedient. It was something littleT thrusting a little bit from land. It was something a
little bit biggerT thrusting out into the deep. It was something he was going to have to do because he
was tired; he was worn out but he did it anyway. He got to see the great awesome power of Almighty
God. He got to see that and when he saw that; it changed PetS NQ& f A TS F2 NS IS NI

Do you know what Peter done?

8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for | am a sinful
man, O Lord.

9 For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which ttael/
taken:

Do you know what Peter recognized? Peter recognized the awesome power of Almighty God. He
dzy RSNERU22R 6K2 WS&adza / KNARA A & awholestsKhsidudallydvbsd Yy 2 R2

Here is something that happened.

10 And so was atsJames, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And
Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.
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11 And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him.

L R2y Qi | yRMR &N GIK KSR FAAKOD L R2Yy QO (1y26 K2g (K¢
were takencareof; i KS@ 2dzald RARY QO GKNRBg GKSY gl e&o 2 KSy 0
them from Henceforth, you shall catch men.

One little word here thatsayd G KA & X

10 And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And
Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.

11 And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followad.h

Something was going to change in these 3 dz8iv@sQThey were going to quit the fishing business. They
were going to be totally completely sold out. They were going to completely follow Jesus every day of
their lives. We know what they did. We know they quit their jobs. The Bible says they brought their
ships to land and forsook them. They went and followed Jesus.

| want to ask you a question tonight. | want you all to think about this. You might say this will never

happentome. Well,itmayK I LILISY (2 @& 2 dzd LG YIFIe 0SS KeéledsJSYy Ay 3 (2
gl Yyl @2dz ljdzAG @2dzNJ 226 FyR 02YS [yR F2fft26 YSoé
¢tKS . A0fS aléa (K& G0 KSNIbIb&in ndy nihdRhBt thér€iSaloNdf fyaini X

these guys life. It is going to be a big step quitting your fishing business. Quitting something that is very

successful and go follow this Galilean, this guy from up the road at Nazareth, this guy that we know is

the Messiah; they were going to leave all of that behind and go follow Him.

| am going to ask you a question tonight. Would you be willing, if God would ask you to come and follow

|l AYS ljdzZA G @2dz2NJ 2206 FyR O02YS |yR F2f {324 AYA W {a2ydE R
YdzOK Yz2ySeé | @SFNJFYR ¢S KIFI@®S (GKS K2dza$S LI e&YSyd |
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do that, then do you know what God always does? God always will provide for you. You may have to

OKIFy3aS G(KS gl & &2dz f AgSo ,2dz YIe KFE@S G2 3SG NAR
might have to eat a little bit differently. You might not be able to eat out but three times a week instead

of five times a week. Even so, God will take care of you. Here is the thing.

If we are willing to follow Him, then we will make a difference wherever we are at, wherever He places
us at; we will make a difference.

Peter, James and John along with Andrew and these other guys; do you know they did? They made a
difference. We are still yet talking about Peter 2000 after he was here. Do you know why? We are still
talking about him because Peter chose to follow Jesus Christ.

He made a difference.
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Peter was the one who preached the gospel on the day of Pentecost and opened the door of the gospel
dzyil2 GKS WSgAaK LIS2LX So t SGSNI gl & GKS 3Idz
He was Cornelidza Q K2 dzia S ® 52 &2dz 1y26 6KeK LG A& o
all and followed Jesus Christ.

Are we willing to do that?

¢CKIFGQa | 32 2 RourlpetizNa. Gdd 2 yot ciillidg evedblody to quit their jobs and to be
into full time ministry. God is not doing that. However, he asks people to do very simple things. When
we do simple things then God will do greater things in our life. We can see Him do magnificent things in
our life.

Yousee, boatloadsof fisKk G SNB @g2NIK | gK2ftS 20 2F Y2ySe
whole lot of money in these boat loads of fish. God will take care of us spiritually, physically,
emotionally, financially; God will take of us if we follow Him.

Whether we are two years old or whether we are one hundred twenty years old, God will take care of us
AT 6S F2it26 |1 AYOD ¢tKS RSOA&AA2Y A& &@2dNBO

What we miss out on so much in life, we miss out so much on the Love of God. We miss out so much on
the blessings of God. We live here on planet earth. We survive. We beat out a living. We get beat from
LIAEEFNI G2 LRad YR GKSy 6S RAS 2yS RIFé& YR
God has better things for us than that. God wants us to enjoy while we are living here. God wants us to
enjoy while we are living here on planet earth. | know we all have sicknesses and sorrows and grief. |
know of all that. | understand all of that. You would be amazed. When you go home tonight, if you
have got anything in your life that needs to be straightened up, any praying that needs to be done,
anything that needs to be forgiven; ask God to forgive you, cleanse you, and get you where you need to
be with Him. Then the next time that He asks you to do something very small, you might be amazed of
what He might entrust you to do. You might be amazed in how that He will bless you in doing very small
things. You also may be incredibly amazed what He will continue asking you to do if you just simply be
obedient to Him.

¢CKIFGQa ¢KIG D2R gtyiia da (2 R2o® ¢CKFG Aa KI
not asking everybody to quit their jobs and follow Him. God is not doing that.

If God is calling into a full time ministry then God has something for you to do. It is going to be more
than just sitting on your backside and asking somebody to take care of you. God will bless you. God will
take of care you. God will provide for you if you will just follow Him.
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