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The Enemy Roams like a Roaring Lion 

Sunday, October 11, 2009 

Bob Bradley 

I Peter 5:8-9 

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring 

lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 

9 Whom resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions 

are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. 

This morning we talked about the guy at Gadara, actually two guys were there 

when you read Matthew and all the accounts; there were actually two of them that were there.  We 

talked about those fellows this morning in our Sunday school lesson.  As we talked this morning, I hope 

you understand that there is a real devil.  He is alive.  He is real and he influences people’s lives.  He’s 

got a kingdom.  When you read Matthew’s gospel chapter twelve; Jesus made the statement that satan 

had a kingdom.  Since Jesus made that statement then I know that is true.  I know that he has a 

kingdom.  I know that satan, when we look at the scriptures, satan was created, no doubt, the very 

highest in the spiritual beings.  We know that there was a time when Lucifer had a great, high, and 

exalted position in the angelic world.  We know that because of pride—when we read Ezekiel and 

Isaiah—one day he decided to say “Hey, I want to be like the most high God.  I’m going to exalt myself 

above the throne of Almighty God.  I want to be like Him.”  We know that God cast him out of heaven.  

Not only that but also we know that there was a bunch of these angels that followed along with satan in 

his rebellion against God.  The Bible tells us that.  Doesn’t it?  When you read the book of Revelation, it 

will tell us that. 

Tonight, I want to talk for a few moments about a couple of things.  What got me to thinking about this 

was a lion and how fierce a lion really is.  We are going to talk about that.   

You and I as a church, when we read the first eleven verses of this chapter; as a church, as people of 

God, as saved people, we have some responsibilities.  Those responsibilities are to be faithful.  We all 

have responsibilities, not only as pastors, not only as deacons, not only as Sunday school teachers and 

Sunday school workers, not only all that but we have responsibilities to each other.  We have 

responsibilities to submit ourselves one to another.  We all have responsibilities and since we have 

those responsibilities, as Christian people dealing and going through terrible persecutions as we do from 

time to time, then our responsibility as church people, as people who are saved, as people who are born 

again; we need to be faithful.  That is our duty to do that.  That is how we need to be functioning.  We 

need to be faithful.  Whatever aspect of our life, we all have responsibilities and duties.  We have a duty 

to read God’s Word; every one of us has that duty.  We want to leave that to the preacher sometimes, 

but every one of us has a responsibility to read God’s Word.  Every one of us has a duty to pray.  Every 
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one of us has a duty to hold each other up in prayer.  That is a responsibility that we have.  We need to 

be faithful in that.   

As we approach the times that we are living and as time gets closer, as we get ready to leave this life; 

persecutions are going to be greater and we need to be faithful.  In all aspects of our Christian life, we 

need to be faithful.  We know that.  Don’t we?   

We have heard that all of our Christian lives.  “We need to be faithful.”  That is very true.  We need to be 

doing that.  As believers when we look at verses 8 and 9; we have some responsibilities here to resist 

the devil.  We have a responsibility to do that.   

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 

whom he may devour: 

Self-control 

The word “sober” means “self-control.”  Do you know what it means in the Greek?  It 

means “mentally have self-control.”  When you get to thinking about that; if we are going 

to be able to overcome the enemy, if we are going to be able to overcome him in his on 

slot against you and me in this evil day that we are living, then we are mentally going to 

have to have some self-control.  We just can’t go around thinking about everything.  We 

just can’t go around allowing our minds to be thinking about all kinds of junk day in and 

day out.   

You have heard me say this a million times before.  What we listen to many times is what we think 

about.  What we look at many times is what we think about.  What we read is what we think about.  

That’s why it is so important what we look at, what we listen to, what we see; that is why it is so 

important.   

He says we need to be sober.  We need to be mentally…we need to be of a sound mind.  We need to 

have our minds under control if we are going to be able to overcome the enemy then we are going to 

have to have our way of thinking under control.  I don’t want you to hold your hands up, but if 

everybody here would be honest; there are times when we have thoughts that should make our hair 

stand on our head.  I’m not saying that we sit around and think about those things all the time, but not 

every thought that we have are good thoughts.  When we get our thinking out of line and we don’t have 

it under control then we are giving the enemy a route to get in.   

It also means that we need “to have a solid, controlled, strong life.”  Christian people need to be solid 

people.  Do you know what that means?  It means that we have a solid foundation.   

Years ago, we used pick up timber all the time and cut railroad ties and cross ties.  We would walk up to 

a tree; it would look sound, it would look great, it would look like a good sound tree that was going to 

make a bunch of time.  We could cut into and we might not get but just a few inches into the inside and 

it would be hollow.  It wouldn’t be any good.  It was worthless.   
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Many times in my life and in your life; we become worthless.  Do you know why we become worthless?  

It is because we are rotten on the inside.  If I am going to be able to overcome the enemy out there that 

is trying to destroy me then we are going to have to be sound; not only as we look on the outside, but 

we are going to have to be sound on the inside.  If I’m sound on the inside then I’ll be sound on the 

outside.  If we are right with God on the inside then my actions on the outside will be right.   

We have the responsibility, as Christian people, to live like that.  Don’t we?  Sure we do. 

Alert 

Not only does it mean to be solid and sound and have our minds under control, but 

also a strong life.  It goes on and says down here that you and I as believers, not only 

do we need to be solid, sound and have our minds under control, but we also need to 

be alert.  There are reasons that we need to be alert.  Every believer should be alert 

and we should be standing up against the enemy.  We should live that way.  That is 

what the word “vigilant” means.  It means that we need “to be alert.”  We need “to be standing up.”  

We don’t need to be dozing off and going to sleep.  We have many folks today coming to church who 

are buying into somewhere else.  Their way of thinking is somewhere else.  Their energy, they spend 

somewhere else on a particular day.  When they come to the house of God they just come there to sit 

down and do nothing.  When we get that way, we go to sleep spiritually.  We may have our eyes wide 

opened.  We may be looking ahead.  We may be moving around, but we have many folks in churches 

today across this world that is spiritually asleep.   

When we are asleep, we make ourselves a very easy prey for the enemy.  When we go to sleep 

spiritually, we make ourselves and put ourselves in very vulnerable positions spiritually when we go to 

sleep.  The most vulnerable time that you have physically in your life is when you are asleep.  When you 

are not aware of what is going on around you, and then you become very vulnerable to evil, to 

somebody that wants to come in and rip you to pieces or see what you have.  You put yourself in a 

vulnerable place.  We all sleep.  You understand that.  The same thing is true spiritually is when we go to 

sleep, we put ourselves in a very serious position and a very dangerous position.  Do you know why?  It 

is because there is a lion out there.  There is a lion out there and he is stalking people.   

Roaring Lion 

If you have ever watched a lion do you know what he will do?  I like to watch 

lions and big cats like that on TV.  I really like to watch snakes and how that they 

operate.  I think that they can teach a lot of different things.  Do you know what 

a big cat will do?  Do you know what a lion will do?  He’ll lie around in the grass.  

He will see a herd walk by.  They might be deer.  They might be buffalo.  They 

might be whatever it may be.  Anyway, he will sit there and watch as this herd 

grazes along.  He might sit there for hours.  He might lay there for hours and watch them as they just 

move along.  Do you know what he is doing all the time that the herd is eating?  Do you know what the 

lion is doing?  He is sitting there watching and trying to figure out the weakest one in the whole bunch.  

Do you know why he is doing that?  He is not going to get the youngest one maybe.  He is not going to 
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get the one that has most strength.  He’s looking for the one that he thinks is the weakest, that he has 

the best chance on getting; that is the one that he is watching.  After awhile he will make his pounce.  

He may lay there for hours.  He may lay there for a long time, but he will make his move.  Do you know 

what he will do?  He may run past the same kind of animal here.  He may get in a very short distance 

from the same type of animal to get to the one he has his eyes on that may fifty or a hundred feet away.  

Do you know why?  It is because he knows that is the weak one. 

Satan is the same way in my life and in your life.  He is a whole lot smarter that we give him credit for.  

We need to be alert.  We need to be sober.  We need to have a sound mind.  We need to have our mind 

and thinking under control.  We need to have a sound life, but not only that we also need to be alert.  

We need to be watching.  We need to be paying attention to what we are doing.  Don’t we?  He is there.  

The reason that we need to be sober, the reason that we need to be vigilant, the reason that we need to 

have a sound mind and to be alert is because the enemy is doing his best to get you, and you, and you 

and me and all of us.  He is doing his very best to get us.   

No Indulgence 

We don’t need to be indulged in this world’s lusts and all the things that can gratify this flesh; we do not 

need to be participating in.  The enemy uses these lusts and the pleasures of this world that excites this 

flesh; he uses lusts of the flesh, he uses lusts of the eye, he uses the pride of life; those are the three 

avenues of any temptation that comes my way or your way.  It will come in one of those areas.  That’s 

the book.  We need to be very alert.  We need to be watchful.  We need to stand up against the 

temptation to indulge into these—whatever it may be—the pleasures of this world that gratifies this 

flesh; we need to stand up and be alert and aware of where they are going to take us to if we participate 

in them.   

Indulge 

I thought about this today as we were looking today.  The word “indulge” means this.  The word 

“indulge” means “to yield to the desire of.”   

Gratification 

The word “gratification” means this.  It means “delights,” “the source of pleasure.”  

The Enemy 

 When you look at those two words there are many things in this world that 

people are delighting in.  If gratification means delight, if it means the source 

of pleasure then there are many things that people are delighting in that has 

become a source of pleasure to people in this world.  What they don’t 

understand is that satan is using these pleasures that they are delighting in to rip them to shreds.  They 

don’t see that going in.   
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I see kids all the time.  I go to school and see kids.  When I was growing up in school, and I know that was 

a long time ago compared to some of you.  Do you know what you didn’t see?  Very seldom did you see 

a teenager that was pregnant.  You saw them occasionally from time to time.  I know there were all 

kinds of stuff that went on and I understand all of that.  However, you very seldom ever saw a teen age 

girl that was pregnant.  You can walk the halls of any high school today—I don’t know what the 

percentage of them are—but we see a lot of teenage girls who are pregnant today.  Don’t 

misunderstand.  They are not throw-away kids.  God loves them.  A lot of them are saved.  A lot of them 

will be saved and they will grow up to be great people.   

However, what these young girls don’t see is that there is an enemy behind the pleasures that they are 

participating in.  They do not see the enemy trying to rip them to shreds.   

Do you know what a lion will do with a lot of things that it kills?  I was watching the other night about a 

lion and there was another cat that came into his area.  Do you know what he did?  He just killed it and 

he just let it lay there.  He didn’t eat it.  He just destroyed it.  He just ripped it into pieces.  That is what 

satan is doing with our young people.  Not only with sexual activities, not only with girls but also with 

our boys; our young boys today don’t realize some of the things and some of the diseases that they can 

get the first time.  They don’t understand that sometimes.  They don’t see that there is an enemy out 

there that is in the background trying to use these pleasures and delights to rip them into pieces.  

However, he does.   

That is the ultimate goal of satan.  When you and I, when we came in to the lusts, passions and desires 

of this flesh there is an enemy out there trying to rip us to pieces?  Do you know what he will do when 

he kills us?  He will just let us lay and go on.  That is what happens.   

Not only that with the sexual things we see but also with drugs today.  little boys and little girls just 8, 10 

and 12 years-old, smoking marijuana, or getting into grandma’s, mom’s or dad’s medicine in the cabinet 

and taking it or grinding it up and crushing it up and snorting it up their nose.  They go down to the store 

and getting some of things that I am not going to mention.  If you don’t what they are then I don’t want 

you to know what they are.  They go down to the store and get some things and they can get high on 

them today.  They don’t understand that there is an enemy out there trying to get his teeth into them 

and trying to rip them apart.  They don’t see that.  All they see is the pleasure and the delight that is 

there.   

ListenΧAbout your children 

I know our kids get upset sometimes when mom and dad go into the room 

and goes through their things.  I’m going to tell you something tonight.  You 

had better know what is in your kids’ room.  You had better know what is in 

your kids’ drawers; whether they like it or whether they don’t like it.  Look what 

is going on.  As long as they are eating your food, as long as you are paying the bills, as 

long as you are buying their clothes, as long as you are putting tennis shoes on their feet; 

you are the boss.  Know what they are doing.  Pay attention to what they are doing.  You might say, “Oh, 

I don’t want to do my kid that way.”  You had better do your kid that way.  You might say, “My kid won’t 
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do anything like that.”  I hope you are not that stupid.  Kids will do things that you never thought kids 

will do.  Kids that have been brought up in church will do horrible things sometimes.   

The reason is that there is an enemy out there that is trying to destroy them, to rip them into pieces, 

and to devour them.  I know some of you don’t like that and I don’t really care.  I care enough about 

your kids to tell you that.  You had better make sure of what your kids are doing, what they are 

watching, what they are listening to, who they are loafing with, where they are going.  Kids are not 

always truthful with you, folks.  Your kids or my kids are not always truthful.   

What I am saying is this.  There is an enemy out there trying to destroy our kids.  He is doing a good job 

of it because parents don’t care anymore.  Parents don’t care.  As a whole, as a majority; most people 

don’t care about their kids anymore.  Kids are an inconvenience to most families.  I hope that you don’t 

look at your kids that way.  They are a blessing from Almighty God.  You have a responsibility to teach 

them right because there is an enemy trying to devour them. 

Listen 

Get involved in their life.  As you grow up, as you get older, you learn some things.  Was I the model 

dad?  Absolutely not!  Did I blow up?  Did I mess up?  Did I make mistakes?  Absolutely!  Did I always do 

what was right?  Na!  However, as you get older, you learn a few things.  As you look at things and look 

back at things; we can see things that we could have done differently and we should have done 

differently.  I don’t care to admit that.  Do you know why I can say that today?  It is because some of us 

here tonight may need to make some changes on how that we are dealing with our kids and how that 

we are dealing with our grandkids.  There is an enemy out there trying to destroy them. 

¶ We need to have a sound mind. 

¶ We need to have a sober mind. 

¶ We need to have our minds under control. 

¶ We need to be alert. 

Relaxing 

That can be a lot of different things that we take pleasure in as Christian people.  The enemy is using a 

lot of these things to rip people apart.  There are many things that bring desires.  There are many desires 

that we have that bring pleasure to you and me.  Many of them are good, but I never saw a time in all 

my life when so many people are hung-up, or all they want to talk about is relaxing.   

“Preacher, I just need to relax awhile.”  Bologna!  “I’m so tired.  I have to get up in the morning at 8:00 

and get home at 2:00; I’m just so tired.”  I’m not being critical.  I have never saw a time when people are 

so eat up with having pleasure in relaxing.  Do we need to relax?  Absolutely! 

Jesus even told the disciples they need to go over…and rest a while.  However, we don’t need to rest 52 

weeks out of the year.  Do you know that? 
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Do you know when we want to rest?  We want to rest on Sunday morning, Sunday night and Wednesday 

night.  That is when we want to rest.  Any other time, that’s okay; we’re just wide open.  I can go to Wal-

Mart.  I can go play golf.  I can do all kinds of things on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and 

Saturday; but on Sunday morning, Sunday night and Wednesday night I need to relax.  There is an 

enemy out there using relaxation to rip people apart.   

When you are relaxing when you should be doing something; do you know what happens a lot of times?  

People want to relax at church time.  They want to relax on Sunday morning, Sunday night and 

Wednesday night.  They want to do their own thing.  They want to go out and unwind a little bit when 

they should be in the house of God.  When you do those things, when you want to relax when you 

should be in the house of God; there is an enemy out there trying his best to get his teeth and claws in 

you to rip you apart.  When you do not come to the house of God—I know that people are sick and have 

to work; I understand all that.  I know people get tired; but not every service, not every week, not all the 

time.   

What happens is that we get weaker continually.  After a while, the lion that is looking at the pack; do 

you know who he is looking at?  He is looking at YOU, or he’s looking at ME.  He is going to pounce on 

the weakest one.   

We get hung-up not only on relaxing, not only on a lot of things that our kids are doing today but I have 

never saw a time when we have so many adults that are hooked on drugs today.  Probably the people 

you work beside of on the job; some of them are hooked on drugs.  The drug epidemic that we have in 

America today, some of the meth that they make today that is brewed—probably beside you or some of 

your neighbors beside you—some of that stuff is so potent that you use it one time and you are hooked.  

It gets hold of you.  One time and you are hooked.  That is how strong it is.  Not only that but we see 

mommies, daddies, husbands, wives; people who know better are looking for pleasure.  They are 

looking for gratification.  They try it and they get hooked.  The enemy gets them then.   

It is sad. 

The reason that we need to be sober and vigilant is because there is an enemy out here.   

Adversary 

The word “adversary” is a good word.  It means “opponent.”  When you look at the word in the verse 

that we talked about here… 

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 

about, seeking whom he may devour: 

The word “adversary” means “someone opposed to you.”  In the Greek it means that it is 

like someone opposing you in a court of law or in legal terms or setting.  Also, it means 

“someone that is opposing you every day,” like your neighbor that everything you do he is 

opposed to it.   



[CAMPBELL CHAPEL FWBC - SERMON] October 11, 2009 

 

 
B o b  B r a d l e y ,  P a s t o r  

 
Page 9 

Everything that a Christian is doing he [the devil] is opposed to it; he is our adversary.  He is our 

opponent.  He is a legal opponent too.  He is a very strong opponent.   

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 

whom he may devour: 

He is a slanderer.  He is a false accuser.   

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 

whom he may devour: 

When you see that, when you look at that picture in the Greek; it pictures a lion filled with anger.  Not 

only is he filled with anger, but also he is filled with strength.  It paints a picture of fierceness of this 

animal that is trying to get us and is very cruel.  The enemy doesn’t love you.  The enemy is an 

opponent.  The enemy is a lion.  He is the adversary.  He is the one who is trying to kill you and destroy 

you.  He is using all kinds of things today to get people to let down their guard so that he can destroy 

them.   

We need to be sober.  We need to be vigilant.  There is an enemy out there trying to destroy you and 

me. 

9 Whom resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 

brethren that are in the world. 

Resist and Overcome 

We need to be resisting the enemy.  We need to be resisting him.  We need to be standing against him.  

We need to be taking a firm stand; a firm stand to strive or to struggle against him.  We need to be 

doing that.  We need to be resisting him with every bit of strength that we have.   

Also, it says to “…resist…in the faith…”  It means that our relationship with Jesus Christ will give us the 

strength to resist him.  It will do that.  We can overcome.  “Greater is He that is in us than he that is in 

the world.”  We are over-comers today because of our faith.  We can overcome if we just trust Him.   

9 Whom resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 

brethren that are in the world. 

Do you know what he is saying here?  Not as we, being God’s people, being tried the people here that 

he was writing to was about to go through some tremendous trials.  Peter wanted to encourage them.   

As I said earlier about our old folks, we can look and see how that they have went through struggles in 

their life and how that they went through problems and afflictions in their life and we can see how God 

has brought them through.  Do you know what that will do?  That will encourage you and me.   
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When I am going through problems, and difficulties in my life, I can look at someone and say “Hey, they 

made it through it.  Since they made it through it, I can make it through it.”  Do you know what?  It is 

great to be saved tonight. 

Jesus loves you, friend.  He went to Calvary for you and for me to die for us.  He did that so that we 

could be saved. 

If you need to pray…come— 

 

 


