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| was thinkinghese last several weeks we have been studying about Jesus, His betrayal, His arrest and
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in it. We are not seeing anybody healed. We are not seeing Jesus walk on water. We are not seeing

some emotional thing happen. However, something great is happening. Something horrible is

happening, but also along with that something great is abouake place. Jesus Christ is about to die

for us. Even though it may get a little bit boring to us sometimes; | hope it never does. | hope it never

ever gets boring. | hope we never lose sight. | hope that we never lose feeling about what Jesus Christ

done for us. Sometimes we forget about a lot of different things. It just goes in one ear and out the

other. | hope we never forget the story of the cross because if we forget that then we have forgotten it

all. Without that then we are lost tonightVithout the cross, without Him dying then we are nothing
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Mark 15:1-15

1 And straightway in the morning the chief priests held a consultation with the eldésceabes
and the whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried him away, and delivered him to Pilate.

2 And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answering said unto him, Thou sayest
it.

3 And the chief priests accused him of many thihgshe answered nothing.

4 And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold how many things they
witness against thee.

5 But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marveled.

6 Now at that feast he released unto them one prisoner,mémever they desired.

7 And there was one named Barabbas, which lay bound with them that had made insurrection with
him, who had committed murder in the insurrection.

8 And the multitude crying aloud began to desire him to do as he had ever done unto them.

9 But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that | release unto you the King of the Jews?

10 For he knew that the chief priests had delivered him for envy.

11 But the chief priests moved the people, that he should rather release Barabbas unto them.

12 AndPilate answered and said again unto them, What will ye then that | shall do unto him whom
ye call the King of the Jews?

13 And they cried out again, Crucify him.

14 Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath he done? And they cried out the more
exceglingly, Crucify him.

15 And so Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus,
when he had scourged him, to be crucified.
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As | said last week, the trial of Jesuke religious triat was in three stages. We knowattwhen they
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1 And straightway in the morning theiefipriests held a consultation with the elders and scribes
and the whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried him away, and delivered him to Pilate.
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house, or the Palace. They have brought their false witnesses in and they have questioned Jesus. They

have said a lot of things to Him and about Him. Jesus has told them that He is the Son of God. When
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the first verse of chapter fifteen, they are meeting early the next morning. It was probably around six
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condemn Him to die.

Rome was in charge. The Jewpglople here; the chief priest, scribes, and the elders did not have the
authority to put anyone to death. They could bring all kinds of charges and all kinds of accusations, but
since Rome was in charge they had to go and get the Roman authority to pramoapital punishment

upon someone if that is what they deemed to do.

The Bible says here they made their charges. They made their case with themselves. We talked last

week about how hypaocritical these religious leaders were. They had a systemhattaws that were
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from God they had gotten. We talked about many times in our own land about how far we have

departed from Almighty God. A nation that Hasen built upon the Word of God and was founded

upon the Word of God, but yet in the last thirty or forty years we have seen a great departure in that.

| got saved back in 1976. In those years | have been saved; | have seen a great departure from the Word

of God. | was thinking that even today, a lot of different things that the church used to davénat
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prayed. When we would say that we were going to gather at the altar and pray, there would be people
everywhere. There would be people on this side. There would be people on this side. There would be

people lined up back inthe aisles.S YIS Fff (AyR&a 2F SEOdzaS&a y26 |06
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something in your relationship with Aimighty God if you would gather around and prayway that
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They brought Him hereThey have condemned Him. They have met for the third time here. Hawey
gottheir act together. Now they are going to bring Him to Pontius Pilate. Pilate is the governor in
Judea. We know that they had another governor up in Galilee whashHarod. We may talk about

him a little bit later. Pilate was the governor here in the area, territory of Judea. He, no doubt, as you
read history, and read some things about him; in Caesarea which set over on the Mediterranean Coast.
He had palacesmal houses over there where he usually stayed but at Passover season and different
seasons and different holy days; he would come to Jerusalem. He would come there to try to keep
order. He would come there to make sure that there were no uprisings, mmaugRrno riots, and so

forth. He would come here and no doubt, this is the reason that he is here now.
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went with the Jewish people. They hated Pilate. They could not stand him for different reasons, but

one reason was, as you read history, as he began to take over the governorshiptbd twamave some

water projects done. Therefore, he rerouted some things and brought a different way of bringing water
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fund his water project. When haid that, according to history, then the Jews anger increased against

him. They hated one another. Pilate hated the Jews and the Jews hated Pilate.

Here he is. He is the governor. He is in Jerusalem and here comes the religious leaders of tioé nation
Israel. They are coming bringing a fellow. They are coming bringing oneThan are bringing Jesus.
The Bible says they have had their meeting. They have had their consultation.

1 And straightway in the morning the chief priests held a coatsoit with the elders and scribes
and the whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried him away, and delivered him to Pilate.

2 And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answering said unto him, Thou sayest
it.

This was their charge herhdt they were bringing against Jesus to Pilate. When you read the other
accounts, you will find outthatthey AR &1 SQ& FT2NDBARRSYy (2 3IABS {NRO Iz
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but | thought about something as | studied this lesson.
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that their charge against Him was that He was trying to raseome kind of revolt or riot against the

Roman rule; even though, He said He was King of the Jews; Pilate did not see that in Jesus. Had He been
that, Jesus would have acted differently. What | am trying to say is if He would have been trying to

overthrow the Roman government, then Jesus would have been about things in a different way. He
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down there praying Pilate did not see that in Jesus. He asked Him a question.
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