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Ezra and the People’s Sin 

June 21, 2009 

Bob Bradley 

Ezra 9:8 

8 And now for a little space grace hath been showed from the LORD our God, to leave us a 

remnant to escape, and to give us a nail in his holy place, that our God may lighten our 

eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage. 

Ezra, the Bible tells us that he was a scribe.  The Bible said that he was a ready scribe.  As you read and 

study about Ezra, we know that he was a priest, but also know that he was a scribe.   

The children of Israel had been taken into bondage into Babylon because of their sin and because of 

their direct disobedience to the Word of God.  There were some things that God had told them to do.  

Many of them had to do with the land, some of the things did.  They were to let the land rest and they 

decided not to do that.  They broke the sabbatical year of God that He had given them where the land 

was to rest.  However, they decided not to do that.  That was just one of many things that they did.  

However, because of that God allowed, or sent Nebuchadnezzar and his armies.  They came to 

Jerusalem and destroyed the place.  They took the nation, or the people here that were living in Judah 

and Jerusalem and that area.  They took them into the land of Babylon.  God said, “By the mouth of 

Jeremiah the prophet they were going to be over there for seventy years.  After they were over there for 

the seventy year period, God was going to bring them out.  He made that promise.  Didn’t He? 

We know that in seventy years Babylon fell.  The Medes and Persians took over.  Some great things 

happened.  As all these things were transpiring and kingdoms were falling and God was raising up other 

kingdoms; He never forgot about the promise He made that He was going to bring the people out.  They 

were going to be over there because of their sin and disobedience.  He was going to judge them and 

chastise them over there.  They were going to be a long way from home.  Their property was destroyed.  

The temple was torn down.  The walls were flattened.  The city just looked like it was in ruin.  The place 

was going to grow up.  All those things happened, but yet God never forgot about the promise that He 

made that I am going to bring you home.  I am going to bring you back.  I am going to bring some of you 

back.  

We know that is what happened.  We know that Nehemiah; if you read the book of Nehemiah and you 

read the book of Ezra in the original manuscripts; they are only one book.  They tell the same story.  

They tell one story and that is about the people coming back into the land. 

We know that Nehemiah comes back.  We know that He comes back and works on the wall.  We know 

that Zerubbabel brings fifty thousand Jews back into the land.  They rebuild the wall.  They rebuild the 

temple.  They start doing some things here.  All God wanted them to do was just simply be obedient to 

Him.  That is all He wanted.  That is all He expected out of them was to just simply be obedient unto His 

Word.  That’s all He wanted out of them. 
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That’s not changed any today.  God just wants us to be obedient unto His Word.  That’s all God wants.   

The Bible teaches us this.  A lot of things had been done in the land.  The temple had been built.  The 

wall had been built.  Here comes Ezra.  Ezra did not get here until chapter seven if you read the book of 

Ezra.  He didn’t arrive here in Jerusalem until chapter seven.  He’s coming here to teach the people so 

the people can learn some things about God.  Also, so that he can teach them about the law of God and 

about the commandments of God and what God expects out of them.  That is why he came here.  That 

is what he came back here to do.   

He could have stayed in Babylon.  He could have stayed in Babylon.  He could have stayed over there 

and probably had a whole lot easier life.  He could have stayed over there where he had been for many, 

many years.  He could have stayed over there and lived the rest of his life out.  But do you know what he 

wanted to do?  He wanted to teach people about the God of heaven.  He wanted to tell people how 

great the God of heaven really was.  His God meant something to him.  The reason that he wanted to 

teach other people is because it meant something to him.  His relationship with God meant something 

to him, so therefore, he comes back.  He comes back and they bring a large sum of money with them to 

put into the treasury of the Lord.  But something happens when he gets here. 

There was something here that he did not anticipate.  Something here that has been going on that he 

did not have any idea about.   

History should be a good teacher for you and me.  History should have been a good teacher for the 

children of Israel because every time they sinned, they got into a mess.  God would judge them.  God 

would chastise them.  God would scourge them.  God would do all kinds of things to them.  They should 

have understood that.  They should have been able to look at history and understand that when they 

sin, what God was going to do.  History is a great teacher for you and me.   

If we will look back at history today, it will teach this generation something.  If we will just look back at 

history and see how that America came into being, how that the freedom we have today was won, and 

how that liberty that we have today was gained.  That would teach this generation something; some of 

them in Washington, actually.  It would teach them a few things. 

Here, Ezra comes back.  Look what the Bible says in verse 1 of chapter 9. 

1 Now when these things were done, the princes came to me, saying, The people of Israel, and 

the priests, and the Levites, have not separated themselves from the people of the lands, 

doing according to their abominations, even of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 

2 For they have taken of their daughters for themselves, and for their sons: so that the holy seed 

have mingled themselves with the people of those lands: yea, the hand of the princes 

and rulers hath been chief in this trespass. 

Here’s what’s happening.  They have been in Babylon.  They have come back into the land.  They have 

rebuilt the walls.  The temple has been rebuilt.  They have started their sacrifices.  But do you know 
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what happened?  They started doing something that God absolutely forbid them to do.  If you go back 

and read the book of Exodus, the book of Deuteronomy, and if you read different places you will find 

out that God had told the children of Israel not to intermingle, or not to intermarry with all the heathen 

people that lived in the land of Canaan.  God said, “Don’t you do that.  I do not want you to do that.  I 

want you to be a special people.  I do not want you to intermarry with these people.  If you do that, if 

you go over there and start messing around then they are going to drag you into their worship and after 

a while, you are going start living just like they are living.”  God said not to do that.  That is one of the 

things that God said.  That is exactly what these folks had been doing.   

They had been brought back into the land.  God had blessed them.  But they had forgotten about what 

God had said.  When you read the scriptures here, do you know what you will find out?  Some of the 

leaders, civic leaders, government leaders, religious leaders; I’m talking about men that were married; 

they had started putting away their wives.  They were divorcing their wives and started taking wives of 

the heathen women.  They started living and practicing all kinds of the sin that they were doing.   

Friend listen. 

It’s a horrible thing when you and I step across the line that God said we don’t need to step across.  You 

can on one thing.  God is going to judge my life and He’s going to judge your life.  That is exactly what 

they had done.  Not only that, but they also had allowed their sons and their daughters to start marrying 

the people in the land of Canaan.  It would be one thing for a young man or a young woman to go out 

and marry some of these folks.  However, it is something else for men to divorce their wives that they 

had committed their lives unto; to go over here just in their lust, because they were burning in their own 

lust to go over here and lay their hands on these other women.  It was an abomination in the sight of 

Almighty God.   

That was many hundreds and even thousands of years ago, but God still yet hates that today.  When you 

and I break the vows that we have made unto Almighty God, then God will judge our lives.  That is going 

to happen. 

What was so wrong with this is this.  God said don’t do it.  That should have been enough.  God does not 

have to repeat Himself.  Does He?  God does not have to explain it to me.  I don’t even have to like it.  

When God says it; that should be enough.  Here’s what was wrong with this.  The heathen people here 

in the land—you can’t imagine in your mind (and I don’t want to do this) the vilest, most corrupt, most 

immoral thing that you could ever think about was everyday life and everyday practice with these 

people.  Ezra is being told that children of Israel is going over there and intermarrying with; the most 

vile, the most horrible, the most sinful practices that you could ever imagine in your life was just 

everyday practices for these people.   

You might say, “What’s so bad about that?”  I shouldn’t have to tell you what’s so bad about that.  Do 

you know what is going to happen…I know that a lot of times we want to go around people that are un-

saved?  I understand that.  There are times that I went to people’s homes that are un-saved, many 

times.  There are times that I have gone out to eat with people who are unsaved.  There have been 

many times that I have done that.  However, do you know what I am not going to do?  When we start 
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loafing with the world, when we start going to the places that the world is going to go, when we start 

doing the things that the world is going to do; do you know what is going to happen to you and what is 

going to happen to me?  If we continually do that, it is not going to be very long that we are going to be 

pulled right into doing the same sin that this world is doing.   

There is no wonder that God said that there must be a separation between us and this world.  It’s no 

wonder that God said that we need to live a holy, separated, dedicated and consecrated life unto Him.  

God knew what He was talking about here.   

The civic leaders and the religious leaders had forgotten about the commandments of Almighty God.  

They weren’t worrying about Him.  They were just living for their lust.  That’s the only thing that they 

were worrying about was just feeling the lust and tried to satisfy the lust that they had.   

Friend listen. 

You leave every woman that you ever sought.  You can have every one of them.  However, if your heart 

is not right with God; it will not matter, not one day to you.  Do you know what women can do?  They 

can be with every man coming and going but if their heart is not right with God then they are going to 

be miserable.  It doesn’t matter. 

It’s time that we understood that the longing that we have in our soul is not satisfied by things of this 

world.  It is not satisfied by immoral lusts.  It is satisfied when we get right with Almighty God.  That’s 

what satisfies that lust.  That’s truth.   

It’s no wonder that we are in a mess today.  Do you know why?  These folks here were living horrible 

lives.  Religious people were living horrible lives.  To these people character meant nothing.  They were 

priests.  They were Levites.  They were people that were leading the nation religiously.  They were the 

leaders of the land, of the governments.  They were people there that people were looking up to.  

However, character meant nothing to them.   

They did a poll the other day in America.  They asked many questions of which character was one of 

them.  What about leaders, where would you put character at?  The majority of the polls said that 

character is not an important trait in a leader.   

That is scary to think about.  Character is important.  I don’t care if we are pastors, preachers, lay people 

or whatever we want to call our self; for Christian people, character is important.  Character is 

important.   

There is no doubt in my mind here that when these things come out here and they began to be 

questioned here; there is no doubt in my mind that they started making all kinds of excuses.  When Ezra 

begins to interrupt them, they started making all kinds of excuses.  “All the pretty women are still yet 

back in Babylon.  I couldn’t find one over here that would suit me so I went over there.   

You can try to justify all you want to about what you are doing, but there is no justification for sinning 

against Almighty God.  There is nothing that you can justify what you are doing if you are sinning in the 
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eyes of Almighty God.  There is nothing you can do.  There is nothing you can say.  You can say all that 

you want to say, but the Bible tells us here that this disturbed Ezra.  When he hears about what is going 

on here, this really disturbed him.  Do you know what he knew?  He knew that God was going to judge 

them.  He knew that if they continued living like that then God was going to judge them.   

When you read the book of Haggai; He lived, prophesied, and he preached on the same time here.  

When you read Haggai, do you know what you will find out?  You will find out that because of these 

people’s sins do you know what God did?  God just didn’t send any rain.  Do you know what else God 

did?  They did not have any food.  They would go out work and labor then they would bring it home.  

The Bible says that it was just like putting money in a bag with holes in it.   

Look at America today.  Do you know what we are seeing?  We are seeing violent weather.  Not only 

that but we also are seeing economic problems.  God is trying to get your attention and my attention to 

understand that its time that we repent.  It’s time that we straighten up and live as we should live.  We 

are worried too much about our own lusts.  We are worried too much about fulfilling our own lusts and 

desires.  Many peoples’ lives are out of control.  The reason they get out of control is because 

somewhere along the line, they quit praying.  They quit reading their Bibles.  They quit being faithful to 

Almighty God.  They quit being obedient somewhere along the line.  I don’t care who you are; there is 

an enemy out there that wants to destroy us.  There is an enemy out there that will destroy us any way 

that he can.  He is working overtime today on people.   

We think it doesn’t matter about character.  We think it doesn’t matter how that people look at us and 

perceive us.  My friend, it does matter.   

There was a fellow some time ago that got involved with another lady.  He was the pastor of a church.  

Do you know what he did?  He just left this area and went somewhere else.  He just started pasturing 

somewhere else. 

Character matters.  We can go all over this world and do all kinds of things if that is what we want to do.  

But the sad part about things are that people; men and women allow their lusts to lead them down a 

road that separates them from Almighty God, that brings them to a place of judgment in their life and 

they wake up one day to find that it is all gone.  Their family is gone.  Their husband or their wife is gone.  

Their children are gone.  The home they once had is gone.  Do you know why?  It is because somewhere 

along the line they walked away from Almighty God. 

This happens to people that go to church.  I’m talking to us tonight.  It happens to people just like me 

and just like you.  I’ve heard people say “Well, that will never happen to me.”  It won’t happen to you if 

you continue to be obedient to God and listen to His voice.  I promise you when you lie down and quit 

doing what you need to be doing, when you quit being obedient and start being disobedient then that 

can be you.  Very easily, that can be you. 

When Ezra hears about what is going on here, could you imagine his concern? 
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3 And when I heard this thing, I rent my garment and my mantle, and plucked off the hair of my 

head and of my beard, and sat down astonished. 

Do you know what that means?  He was totally appalled.  He was absolutely devastated when he hears 

what these religious people, what the leaders of the government were doing; he was absolutely 

appalled.  He was so disgusted, he was so tore up about this that he pulled the hair out of his head and 

he pulled the hair out of his face.  He rent his clothes.  It tore him up. 

We hear about immorality today.  We hear about all kinds of things that go on today, and we don’t pay 

any attention to it anymore.  We say, “It’s just an everyday thing.”  It shouldn’t be in the church of God.  

It should not be in the church of Jesus Christ.  That is a fact.  Something is wrong.   

When two people say they love Jesus Christ, when they split up and go their own ways; they divorce 

then there is something wrong somewhere with one of them or both of their relationships with God.  

God instituted marriage.  God did that.  I’ve heard all the excuses in the world.  I’ve heard “My husband 

is not near as pretty as he used to be.  When I married him he weighed 160 now he weighs 300.”  I’ve 

heard that.  I’ve heard men say, “When I married her she weighed 120 and now she weighs 250.  She 

used to hug on me.  She used to kiss me.”  We try to justify all kinds of things as to why we do what we 

do.  There is something wrong 

It really tore up Ezra here and he pulled the hair out of his face.   

4 Then were assembled unto me every one that trembled at the words of the God of Israel, 

because of the transgression of those that had been carried away; and I sat astonished 

until the evening sacrifice. 

Here he sits among people that loved the Lord.  He sits among some people that when the Word of God 

was read, preached, and taught; they feared that.  They reverenced that.  They were sitting here with 

him in the temple area.  The Bible says that he sits until the time of the evening sacrifice which would 

have probably been somewhere around 3:00.   

5 And at the evening sacrifice I arose up from my heaviness; and having rent my garment and my 

mantle, I fell upon my knees, and spread out my hands unto the LORD my God, 

6 And said, O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to thee, my God: for our 

iniquities are increased over our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens. 

Do you know what he is saying here?  First of all, he says “Lord, I blush.  Lord, when I hear what has 

happened here, it makes me red faced.  It makes me ashamed of what is going on here.  Lord, I can’t 

even look up at you because of our iniquities.”   

We don’t think about this sometimes, but when people are members of churches and they sin; that 

affects the whole body.  I can prove that to you very simply.  The church is compared to a body.  We 

know that when we read the Bible that our church is compared to a body.  It’s compared to a body like 

we have here.  I can go back there and slam my hand in that door back there and do you know what it 
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will do?  It will affect more than my finger.  It will affect my whole body.  It will affect her (pointing to 

wife) because I will start whining after a while.  After a while it trickles down.  That is what sin does.   

No man lives unto himself and no man dies unto himself.  If you could just sin and do your own sin and 

do your own thing and do whatever you want to do and it not affect your husband, your wife, or your 

children or your family; that would be one thing.  However, it does not work that way.   

When people commit sin knowing what they are doing with their eyes wide open, if I was you knowing 

what I am doing, sinning with my eyes wide open, knowing my life is not right with God then I’d be 

scared to death to shut my eyes to sleep of the night.  Do you know why?  It is because there is a God in 

heaven who is in control of what is going on.  The very air that you breath; He gives it.  The very thing 

that makes you alive tonight; the very breath of life comes from Him.  You are going to spit in His face 

for the last time one day.  One day is going to be the last time that you are going to mock Almighty God.  

One day is going to be the last time that you are going to temp Almighty God.  I don’t know when that is, 

but one day is going to be the last one.  It may be today. 

Do you know what these guys here learned?  Even though they went and got them some other women, 

even though they went over here and they intermingled with these other nations and other races that 

God said, don’t do that because you are polluting the royal seed.  God had a purpose for the nation of 

Israel.  He knew what He was doing.  It was not worth all the pain and the sorrow.  Not only did they 

cost their families, but all the pain, sorrow and all the embarrassment and shame that they brought on 

themselves is not worth it.  It is not worth it. 

Ezra says “Lord, I am ashamed to look up at you because of our transgressions.”  He says here that “our 

sins are above our heads…” do you know what that means?  It means that their sins were so many that 

it was just like being in water over your head.  You start to drown…their sins were drowning them.  Their 

sins were killing them.  Not only that but it says our sins are “...grown into the heavens.  They are so 

many and so great that they are even up there where you are at Lord.  You are seeing what we are 

doing.” 

7 Since the days of our fathers have we been in a great trespass unto this day; and for our 

iniquities have we, our kings, and our priests, been delivered into the hand of the kings of 

the lands, to the sword, to captivity, and to a spoil, and to confusion of face, as it is this 

day. 

Do you know what Ezra understood?  Even though there was a temple there.  Even though the walls had 

been rebuilt, even though there was some normalcy of life in the city; Ezra knew that there were some 

other problems coming.  He understood that. 

That sad thing about it is that sin does; sin blinds people’s eyes and minds to the fact that they don’t 

ever think that they are going to get caught.  They think they can do what they do; commit their 

adulteries, their lying, their cheating, their drug habits or whatever it is; they think they can do that and 

never get caught.  However, that is not the case.  There are many more people that know what you are 

doing today than you think they know.  Some of your close neighbors may know.  Some of your family 
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may know.  Some of the people you work around everyday know.  Sometimes, even your preacher 

knows.   

Sin separates us from the love of God, whatever it is.  This sin here where they were intermarrying with 

these other folks and all the immoralities they were doing.  It doesn’t matter what sin we may be 

committing, it separates us from Almighty God.  It is not necessary whether you have any money or not.  

That doesn’t really concern me.  What does concern me is our relationship with Almighty God.  I know if 

our relationship is where it needs to be with God then all these other things will take care of.  When our 

relationship is not right with God then nothing works.  These folks were working but they did not have 

any money.  The economy was in a shambles.  They did not have any food.  They were having violent 

storms and weather; it was all crazy.  However, it was all because that they were sinning against 

Almighty God.   

All the bad weather that we having today and all the tragedies that are happening; they are because of 

people’s sin.  I’m not smart enough to know that.  However, I do know that God deals with people in the 

Old Testament with weather.  When they sinned against Him; weather.  I do know that God sent a flood 

one time and wiped off everybody on the face of the earth.  God used weather to do that.  Let’s don’t be 

a fanatic and saying that all the weather is God judging us; I don’t know that.  I do know one thing.  God 

is a God that has his one hand on the dial.  God is a God that can do whatever he wants in our lives.  God 

loves you enough and he loves me enough that when we sin, God is going to do everything that he can 

to get me to repent.  God doesn’t have pleasure in judging you and me, or scourging us, or sending 

judgment and chastisement our way.  God doesn’t have in pleasure in that.  What God wants us to do is 

to repent of our sin and live a right life.  That’s what God wants us to do.   

Ezra understood that they were guilty.  Ezra preached and taught “You guys are guilty.”  You have 

sinned.  You are guilty.  The mess you are in here and all the things that are going on is because you are 

guilty.  Do you know what they did?  They had somewhat of a revival.  If there was ever going to be a 

reviving Ezra understood that had be a confession made.  If God is going to forgive us of our sin to Him 

and ask Him to cleanse us and God will revive us.  God will bring new life into us.  However, as long as 

we make excuses and do all that we are doing and saying that it all is going to be okay and I know what I 

am doing.  It’s my own life.  You can make those statements if you want to, but I guarantee you there is 

going to be a day when you open your eyes in the lake of fire that you will wish you would have listened.  

You wished you would have changed your mind.  The little bit of pleasure that you have had in this 

world and whatever the sin may be that you have committed; it is not worth it.  I promise you folks; it is 

not worth it.   

Ezra understood that.  These folks here; they made some changes in their life.  They made some changes 

in life.   

Some of us need to make changes.  Some of us need to make some changes.  We are going down a path 

of self destruction.  We are going down a path that there is no good end in sight.  You might say 

“Preacher, you don’t understand.”  I understand a lot more than you may think I understand.  I’m not 

near as dumb as I look.  Jesus loves you.  Jesus loves you enough that He went to Calvary, suffered, bled 
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and died so that you could go to heaven.  God is not mad at you.  God does not hate you.  I don’t care 

what you have done.  I don’t care what you are doing tonight.  You that are listening to me tonight, God 

does not hate you.  You may have lived a horrible, sinful, vile, like but God doesn’t hate you.  God loves 

you.  God wants you to repent and confess your sin to Him.  God will forgive you and cleanse you and 

you will have a new beginning today.  He loves you and He will forgive you if you will just ask Him. 

It’s your choice.  As someone said earlier, God will ask us to do.  God will ask us to repent.  God will ask 

us to ask Him to forgive us.  God will ask us to do that.  However, God won’t make us do that.  It’s your 

call.  It’s your choice.  You get to choose whether you want to go or not.  You get to choose.  If you don’t 

make the choice to go to heaven, then you have made the choice that you are going to spend eternity in 

a lake of fire.  Why don’t you repent tonight?  Why don’t you just come?  Find you a safe place to pray.  

“Lord, I’m a sinner.  I know I have sinned.  I know that I have broken your laws and your 

commandments.  Lord, I know that I have done what I should not have done.  Lord, just save me tonight.  

Please forgive me.”   

Will you come? 

 

 


