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 Mary Anoints Jesus 

What is our worship costing us? 
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John 12 1-11 

1 Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been 

dead, whom he raised from the dead. 

2 There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at 

the table with him. 

3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 

and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odor of the ointment. 

4 Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should betray him, 

5 Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor? 

6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and 

bare what was put therein. 

7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this. 

8 For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not always. 

9 Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and they came not for Jesus' sake 

only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead. 

10 But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death; 

11 Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus. 

John said here this is six days before the Passover.  We’ve been studying through the book of Mark, 

about the last week of Jesus’ life.  Here in this particular scripture is six days before Passover.  This 

would have been on Saturday.  Jesus is going to die on Friday and these events were happening the 

Saturday before Jesus was going to die.   

SIX DAYS BEFORE PASSOVER 

1 Then Jesus six days before the Passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had 

been dead, whom he raised from the dead. 

Do you remember the story of Lazarus?  In this story tonight, the Lord being our helper, we are going to 

look a little bit at Lazarus.  We are going to look at Mary.  Also, we are going to look at Judas.  There is a 

wonderful lesson in this.   

Just a short time before this, we know that Lazarus got sick and we know that he died.  When we read 

the scriptures, we know that Mary, Martha and Lazarus were siblings.  We also believe, if we understand 

things correctly, that Simon the leper, when you read the gospel of Matthew and also the gospel of 

Mark; the house where they are at on this particular day is Simon the leper’s house.  As you read history 

and theology, most of the theologians think that Simon the leper was Martha’s husband.  However, I do 
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know that they are in the house of Simon the leper here.  I do know that Lazarus is here.  I do know that 

Mary is here and Martha is here.  I see what is going on here, so if they were not husband and wife, they 

were some relation here some way or another.  We do know that because the supper wouldn’t have 

been going on and the serving wouldn’t have been going on.  Therefore, they were very close together 

in their relationship with each other.  We know that Jesus loved them.  

We know that when Lazarus died; we know that Jesus abode where He was at, but we know when He 

gets here to Bethany that Lazarus is already dead.  He is already gone.  We understand that.  But we also 

understand that Jesus goes out to the tomb and raises Lazarus from the dead.  He’s been in the tomb.  

He’s been in there four days.  They had already rolled the stone up.  All hope was gone.   

Isn’t it wonderful to know that with Jesus Christ there is always hope?  Where He is at there is always 

hope.  Just by the power of His Word; he says, “Lazarus come forth.” And Lazarus gets up.  Somebody 

that has been dead four days; he gets up.  It is awesome power to be able to do that.  That’s a power 

that we don’t understand.  That kind of power is the power that our Savior has tonight.   

I know that we are living in a world today, we don’t think too much about miracles today.  We don’t 

want to think too much about God’s no longer doing any miracles.  He may not be raising people from 

the dead physically, but He has not quit healing people  Everywhere we go, everywhere that you can 

see, everybody that you can talk to in different places; God is still yet doing some great and wonderful 

things.  Do you know what the greatest thing is?  The greatest healing that ever happens is when He 

takes a sinner and transforms Him into a Saint and makes him fit for the kingdom of heaven.  What 

greater healing could be done than that? 

The Bible says that they are in Bethany.  They are in the house of Simon the leper.  The Bible is going to 

tell us some things that are going on.  Lazarus is here also and they are sitting at the table.   

SUPPER 

2 There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at 

the table with him. 

There were, no doubt, there were probably a few million people in Jerusalem.  There were people 

everywhere because it was Passover season.  I can just picture the people everywhere coming down the 

streets.  They were just hustling and bustling and all kinds of things going on.  However, Jesus, in my 

mind, was thinking about the Passover.  He was thinking about the time that He was going to have to go 

there and He was going to die.  You might say, “Well, I don’t know about that.”   

Listen 

On the night they came and got Him, He prayed, “Father, if it be thy will let this cup pass from me, 

nevertheless, not my will but thine will be done.”   

The cross was in front of Him.  But these people had fixed Him a supper.  They had cooked Him a meal.  

Do you know what we find out here?  We find out that Martha is doing what Martha usually done.  She 
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was working.  When we read about Martha in the Scriptures, she is working.  She is serving.  That’s a 

great thing to do.  It’s great to be able to work.   

2 There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at 

the table with him. 

Keep this in mind. 

It had to be a big place.  It had to be a big house because there were twelve disciples here and not that, 

but also the rest of the family were here.  Therefore, there were probably sixteen to eighteen people in 

this place.  It was a great big place.  They were reclining around the table.  They didn’t have chairs like 

you and I do, but they would lie down and prop themselves up and they would eat that way.  I could 

imagine all these folks sitting around this place here.  There are sitting here eating.  

However, there is one little woman in here that, I think, could see some things that no one else could 

see.  The disciples had been with Him for three and a half years now.  They had seen Him do a lot of 

things that Mary did not.  However, she saw some things that they did not see.  I know she gets a bad 

rap sometimes, but I think she’s a great woman.  I’m going to prove that to you just in a moment.   

There were people everywhere in this big huge house.  Jesus and His disciples are there.  Simon the 

leper is there.  I don’t know much about Simon the leper.  He is probably someone that Jesus has 

healed.  They are all here.  Martha is serving.  Lazarus is here.  He had just been raised from the dead 

just a few days before.  Now this is the same Mary.   

MARY’S REVELATION 

3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of 

Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odor of the 

ointment. 

This is the same Mary that just a few days before when Jesus had got to Bethany, she came to where 

Jesus was at and she said, “Lord, if you would have been here my brother had not died.”  That is the 

words that she said.  No doubt, she was trying to scold Him just a little bit.  It is amazing how things 

change when the Lord comes on the scene and does some great things for you and me.  It changes our 

attitude about some things.   

I’m glad today that when God comes into a man’s or woman’s life then their attitude changes.  We are 

no longer mad at the world.  We are no longer mad at the mailman, the dog or the cat.  We have some 

joy in our hearts.  We can praise His name.  

Do you know what Mary had seen?  She saw her brother who had been dead.  She knew he was dead.  

Now, he is sitting at the table eating.  There is no doubt in my mind that changed the way she thought 

about the Lord Jesus Christ.  I know she loved Him.  She was able to see that He was the Messiah.  He 

was the king of Israel.  He was her Savior.   
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She takes this alabaster box.  Alabaster is a mineral that has a lot of calcium in it.  You can take it and 

shape it and make all kinds of things.  This was a little bottle that had been whittled out or hewn out and 

they had put perfume in this bottle.  It was something that was very costly.  When you look at how much 

it cost here, it cost a year’s wages just to buy this perfume.  The Bible says it was something that was 

very costly.  It was something that was worth a lot of money.   

Listen 

She did not care about that.  She wanted to come.  She was going to worship her Savior.  Do you know 

what she could see friend?  She could see beyond the supper.  She could see what was going to happen 

in six days.  She understood that He was the Messiah, but she also believed the message that He was 

going to die.   

It’s great that we can live a way that when God speaks He reveals unto us the truth.  It is great that we 

will respond to Him in a positive way.  This is what she did.  The disciples were not thinking too much 

about Jesus going to the cross, but Jesus was.  The rest of them in the room here probably were not 

thinking too much about what was going to transpire in six days, but Jesus was.  There was one lady 

here who also knew—I believe— what was about to take place.  We will prove that in just a moment.  

However, she takes this alabaster box, this bottle of ointment—when you read Matthew 26 and Mark 

14 you get the full story and also here in John 12.  You will get the full picture of what was happening.   

WHAT IS OUR WORSHIP COSTING US? 

3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of 

Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odor of the 

ointment. 

When you read whole context of things from the three accounts, do you know what you will find out?  

Not only did she take this little bottle that she had with this precious ointment in it that cost her a year’s 

wages just to be able to buy; this perfume that she had was looked at as something that was very 

valuable.  She was not worried about.  She wanted to worship her Savior.  She wanted to worship her 

God.  The Bible says she took the bottle and poured it on His head but also on His feet.  Do you know 

why she is doing that?   

She is coming right at the feet of Jesus and she is anointing Him, worshiping Him and praising Him.  Do 

you know what we need today?  We need people that don’t mind to get down at the feet of Jesus.  We 

need people today that doesn’t care what it is going to cost them; we need people that will simply out 

of love and devotion who want to worship their God and Savoir.  We need people like that.  She was not 

worrying about what the cost was going to be. 

What is our worship costing us?  What is our relationship with God really mean to us?  When we come 

here to worship Him, is it worth anything to you and me?  Is it something that we just go through the 

motions? 
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She could see what Jesus was about to do; I believe.  She brought this perfume and poured upon His 

head and feet.  Do you know why?  It is because she loved Him and worshiped Him.  She adored Him.  

She was praising Him.  

TIME 

Do you know what God wants out of you and me?  The greatest thing we have to offer God is our time.  

This perfume cost a lot of money, but the greatest thing we have to offer God is our time.  Do you know 

what God wants from us?  He wants our time.  The world, the enemy, the devil, the flesh are all fighting 

for our time.  The world is.  The system that is around us they are fighting for our time.  We don’t have 

time to do anything.   

The kids have to play ball.  The car has to be washed.  The grass has to be mowed.  We have to have 

groceries.  We have to do laundry.  We have to clean house once or twice a year.  We have to do that.  

There are many things that are after our time.   

However, here is a woman that did not care what it cost.  She came and wanted to worship Him out of 

love, out of her devotion, out of what she understood about what was going to take place.  She came.  

The bottle of perfume may have cost her a year’s wages but that did not concern her.  She wanted to 

worship her Savior.  What is it worth to you?   

What is your relationship with God worth to you?  If you could put a monetary figure on it, how much is 

it worth?  It gets quiet when you talk like that.  Doesn’t it?  What is it worth to you?  Is it worth any of 

your time?  Is that more important than cleaning the house?  Again, we need to do these things but 

there is a time for all these things too?  Is worshiping God worth more than having to go somewhere?  

We are always in a run, always in a panic; is our relationship with God worth more than that?   

Do you know what we do many times?  We get so involved in many things that we absolutely don’t have 

time to do anything.  We may do fifteen other things but we don’t do any of them right.  Do you know 

why?  It is because there are so many things pulling at us.  There are many things pulling at us. 

What is your sacrifice to God really worth?   

She was not worried about a year’s wages.  She wanted to worship her Savior.  That is a good thought 

isn’t it?   

She takes it.  She opens it up.  She anoints Jesus’ feet and also His head.  But the Bible says she begins to 

take her hair and wipe His feet with her hair and the house was filled with the odor of the ointment.   

It was absolutely and completely, as far as the Jewish people looked upon it for a woman to take down 

her hair in public was a no no.  They absolutely did not do that.  Not only that, but for this person to be a 

woman over anointing Jesus was probably another no no.  She shouldn’t be over there doing that, as far 

as the crowd was concerned.  However, she was not worried about the crowd.  She wasn’t worried 

about what everyone else thought.  She did not ask if it was okay to take her hair and dry His feet with 

it.  She did not ask anybody because she was not worried about that.  Worshiping her Savior meant 
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more to her than what people thought.  Does it really mean more to you than that?  Does your 

relationship with God really mean something to you?  Does it cost you something?  Is it something 

here—I’m not necessarily talking about dollars—but does it really cost you something?  Do you have to 

give up part of self to be able to worship God as you need to?  The answer to that is “Yes.”  You may not 

be doing it, but the answer to that is “Yes.”   

We can’t do everything this flesh wants to do and please God.  It is impossible.   

Not only did she take her hair and wipe His head and His feet, but the Bible says this odor filled the 

whole house.  Probably, no doubt, a very pleasant odor filled the whole house here as she is worshiping 

her Savior.  She was not worried about getting her dirty.  She was not worried about what all the men 

were thinking.  She was not worried about a year’s wages.  She was not worrying about all that.  Not 

only her worship and what she did here the Lord is going to praise here in just a minute; but it was also a 

blessing to other people.  It was a blessing to all those who were in the house. 

Isn’t it wonderful that our lives and what comes out of our lives is nice and sweet and precious and 

costly when we are worshiping God and doing what He has asked us to do?  Christian people living in the 

will of God are nice people.  Do you know that?  People who are living in the will of God, Christian 

people, they are nice people.  I know many church members who are jerks.  Don’t you?  Also, if we are 

not very careful that jerk can be me.  It can be you too.  You can say I don’t ever act like that.  Don’t tell 

me that because I know better.   

RIDICULE 

4 Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should betray him, 

Here is what is happening.  The bottle has been broken.  It’s been opened.  It’s been poured upon His 

head and on His feet.  She took her hair and dried His head and feet. 

5 Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor? 

That’s the thought that we have many times.  Do you know what we want to do?  Judas said, “Why 

didn’t we take this and give it to the poor?”  Giving to the poor is a great thing.  Feeding the poor is a 

great thing.  However, what takes precedent over feeding the poor is worshiping Almighty God.  That 

takes precedent over anything else that we are going to do in our lives.  Our lives, what we have and 

what God has blessed us with [we need to use] to worship Almighty God. 

We might feed every hungry child across America, but is not going to profit anything.  Do you know 

why?  It is because we have forgotten the greatest thing.  The greatest thing is worshiping Almighty God 

with those things that God has blessed us with. 

Judas began to ridicule Mary here.  As you read the other accounts, the rest of the disciples jump right 

in.  That happens many times.  You can take one individual who is negative and when they begin to 

interject their negative thoughts into a conversation it is not very long until you have many negative 

people.   
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There is nothing negative about worshiping Almighty God.  It does not matter what it costs to worship 

Him because it is worth it.  It was because of His blood that I am saved.  It is because of His blood that 

you are saved.  It is because of Him, that He died, that we are on our way to heaven.  Whatever, it costs 

you and me; it is worth it.  Truth!  It cost Him a whole lot more than it cost me and you. 

Judas began to ridicule and the other disciples jump in.  He says “Why didn’t we take this and sell it for 

three hundred pence and give it to the poor?”  Many folks motives are the same as Judas’ was.  Judas 

wasn’t caring about the poor but he was interested in the bank account.  The Bible says he carried the 

bag.  He was the treasurer.  He was concerned about what was going into the bag.  The Bible says he 

was a thief.  He was stealing money from Jesus and the twelve.  The Bible says he was a thief.  He bore 

what was in the bag.  The more put in the bag would give him more to steal.   

Let’s don’t ever think that the worship of Almighty God is not worth anything.  Let’s don’t ever think, 

that all the programs and we have all kinds of them around here and I thank God for them all; but the 

greatest thing that we must be doing first and foremost is the worship of Almighty God.  If we are not 

doing that then we are not ever going to do anything to bring glory to His name and if we are not going 

to bring glory to His name then why are we wasting our time?   

I’m glad that we have people here who do love the Lord Jesus Christ.  I’m glad that we do have people 

here who don’t care to spend to worship Almighty God and to praise Him.  He is worth it all.  Whatever 

it is going to cost you in life, whatever time you have to give up, the job that you may have to give up to 

worship Him and to live for Him.  You may have to do that.  I’m not going to tell you that when you get 

saved you just go on living.  Do you know what you may have to do?  You may have to change jobs.  You 

may have to change vocations.  You may have to change many different things but it will be worth it all.  

He is everything. 

Judas was a thief.  He carried the bag and wanted everything in it.  He said “Let’s give it all to the poor.”  

Giving to the poor is great but worshiping and praising Almighty God is greater.   

DEFENSE 

6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, 

and bare what was put therein. 

7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this. 

What are you guys jumping on her for?  What are you ridiculing her for?  What are you jumping on her 

for?  He said, “Let her alone.”  Do you know what Jesus always does?  Those people (we) who are 

worshiping Him; when people starts picking on us He will say “Let them alone.”  

I have never in my life done anything that has brought glory to His name that I had not had somebody 

say something that they did not like about it.  There has never been a time that Jesus Christ did not 

come along and rescue me from the pitfalls of all those around.  There has never been a time that He 

has not done that.  I went to church with people who if they could have shot me dead and buried me 
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they would have done it, if they could have got by with it.  Jesus Christ will rescue us when we will just 

simply worship Him.  However, it will cost you something.  

Sometimes it might cost you some friends.  The gang that you are loafing with today—when you get 

saved—they will leave you behind and that is great.  That was a big deal for me before I got saved.  I had 

a whole bunch of guys and girls, people I loved to loaf with and be around, however, when I got saved I 

did not have to leave them; they just dwindled away.  I understood then how many friends I really did 

have in the family of Almighty God. 

Jesus said, “Let her alone.”   

7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this. 

As I said in the beginning, Mary understood some things that were going to take place.  Jesus said that 

she has just anointed my body for burial that is going to take place in six days.  I think Mary understood 

that.  I also think that she understood that He wasn’t going to need to be anointed after He died 

because He wasn’t going to be there long enough.  He preached that He was going to die but He also 

said that He was going to get up from the dead.  This woman believed that.  This woman saw that this 

was our Savior.  This woman saw that this was her Messiah, her king.  She understood that He was going 

to die on Passover.  She understood--I believe--that this was the Passover lamb.  She also understood 

that He was going to get up in three days too.  Jesus said “Let her alone.”   

Isn’t it great that He defends you and me?  When we live right and do what is right; He will take care of 

you.   

OPPORTUNITY 

8 For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not always. 

He made that statement very plain.  Didn’t He?  You are going to have the poor with you always, but you 

are not always going to have me.  The opportunity that she grasped here on this particular day; she 

would never have the opportunity to do that again in this way.  A lot of opportunities that we have to 

worship God, we just let them slip through our hands sometimes.  We think it is going to cost us too 

much.  We think the sacrifices are great.  “Preacher you surely don’t think that I need to come to church 

three times a week, do you?  You really don’t that I need to read my Bible everyday and pray; do you?  

You really don’t expect me to do that do you?”  That’s your call.  That’s your choice.  

Listen 

Worshiping Almighty God will cost you something.   

Many times on Sunday I would like to be on the Harley just burning it up, over at the “Y” swimming, or 

just sitting around doing nothing.  I’d like to be doing that.  Most of you don’t know what that is not to 

do that because you do that all the time.  However, some of these other men know what I am talking 

about.  It costs something.   
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It costs something to be a Sunday school teacher, to work in vacation Bible school.  If you are not going 

to read and study your lessons and you are teaching Bible school; then quit tonight.  If you are not going 

to read, study and prepare; then quit tonight.  We don’t need you.   

In our Sunday school, if you are not going to read, study and pray; then resign tonight.   

Worshiping God costs us something.  In your ministry:  Some of you send cards.  Some of you are great 

prayer warriors.  Some of you visit the hospitals and nursing homes.  Some of you call people on the 

phone.  Some of do all kinds of things.  But whatever your ministry is; there is nothing like the rewards 

that come along with doing what God has asked you to do even though it has cost you something.  

There is nothing like the rewards that come along with that.  There is nothing like living in a way where 

God comes along and wraps His big arms of love around you, and whispers in your ear; “Son I love you.”  

That doesn’t mean that we are perfect.  That does not mean that are not going to mess up tomorrow.  It 

does mean that He is very aware of what is going on in my life.   

In my life and in your life, sometimes there are things that need to be worked out.  There are many 

times that things need to be worked out.   

Judas said “Why don’t you just take it, sell it, and give it to the poor.”   

WORK, WORSHIP, WITNESS 

9 Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and they came not for Jesus' 

sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead. 

10 But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death; 

11 Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus. 

Three words: 

1. Martha worked 

2. Mary worshiped  

3. Lazarus witnessed 

That is three great things in my life and in your life.   

1. Working 

2. Worshiping 

3. Witnessing 

That is three things that every one of us needs to be doing is: working, worshiping and witnessing.  If any 

one of those three are lacking then we are not where we need to be.  There are some things lacking in 

my life. 

BORN AGAIN 
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The great thing is that Jesus loves you and me.  He wants to do great things for us.  The greatest thing is 

that He wants to save everybody.  There is not a person on planet earth that Jesus Christ does not want 

to forgive.  When He died, He died that forgiveness could be realized by every individual on planet earth.  

If you want to be able to worship Him; you can’t worship Him if you don’t know who He is.  If you have 

never experienced the grace of Almighty God in your life; if you have never been born again then you 

can’t worship Him.  You can’t work for Him.  You can’t witness for Him.  You have to be born again.  You 

have to be part of the family before you can do all that stuff.   

Do you know how you become a part of the family?  You become part of the family by receiving Jesus 

Christ as your Savior. 

Come—be a part of the family of God. 

 


