
 

 

 

  

 

2009 
 

Campbell Chapel Free 
Will Baptist Church 
 
Bob Bradley 
 

CAMPBELL CHAPEL FWBC - SERMON 
  

http://www.campbellchapel.org/sermons/2009/_2009sermons.htm


[CAMPBELL CHAPEL FWBC - SERMON] May 6, 2009 

 

 
B o b  B r a d l e y ,  P a s t o r  

 
Page 2 

“Which is the first commandment of all?” 

May 06, 2009 

Bob Bradley 

Mark 12:28-34 

28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that 

he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 

29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our 

God is one Lord: 

30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none 

other commandment greater than these. 

32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and 

there is none other but he: 

33 And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and 

with all the strength, and to love his neighbor as himself, is more than all whole burnt 

offerings and sacrifices. 

34 And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly he said unto him, Thou art not far from the 

kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any question. 

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ aŀǊƪΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǳǇ 

to now; this on Tuesday.  Jesus is going to die on Friday.  The events that we are talking about tonight 

are happening on Tuesday.  We studied the last several weeks and learned about the Pharisees.  They 

were the ritualistic bunch.  They were very religious.  They wanted everybody to know that they were 

religious.   

I thought about what Jack said last night about the tee shirts we wear sometimes.   

Pharisees 

The Pharisees would dress up like they were religious.  It did not necessarily mean that they were, but 

they wanted everybody to think that they were.  They had all kinds of rules and regulations that they 

wanted people to keep up with and to do.  Many of the things that they did had completely departed 

from the Word of God and it was tradition.  Jesus had even told them about how wrong their tradition 

was.  They were teaching for doctrine the commandments of menτtradition.   

Herodians 

Not only that, but we were introduced to the Herodians.  They were the political party that we talked 

about.  They were loyal to Herod.   
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Sadducees 

We talked about the Sadducees; I believe it was last week maybe.  Their views of things were a whole lot 

different than the Pharisees were.  In our society today, they would be the folks who are very far to the 

ƭŜŦǘΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ in Creation, who think that abortion is fine, and they did all kinds of 

horrible things.  So, the Sadducees were to fit into that. 

The Scribe 

Tonight, we are going to talk about someone else.  The Bible says in the first verse that I read to you, 

ά!ƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŎŀƳŜΧέ  ! ǎŎǊƛōŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ нн ŀōƻǳǘ 

this same event; Matthew tells us that this guy is a lawyer also.  A lawyer was an individual who studied 

the Old Testament Law.  Not only did he study it, but he wrote it and re-wrote it.  He taught it.  He 

interpreted it.  He was a very learned individual.   

The Pharisees had tried to trap Jesus.  The Herodians had tried to trap Jesus.  The Sadducees had tried to 

trap Him.  Now the Pharisees are sending this man that comes.  He is probably one of the fellows who is 

more educated in all the Old Testament Scriptures than probably anyone that was there.  Do you what 

ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΚ  ά²ŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǇ WŜǎǳǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ²ƻǊŘǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǝǳȅ ƛǎ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

bŜ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǝǳȅ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ IƛƳΣ IŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ IŜΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎΤ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǊŜŘƛǘ IƛƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ IŜ Ƙŀǎ 

ǘƻƻ ōƛƎ ŀ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΦέ  IŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴg that He is the Messiah, the King of Israel.  

They had to do something; they were doing everything they could to do something to discredit Jesus in 

the eyes of the common people.   

There is no doubt in my mind that they sent the very best here.  They had the fellow here that was 

probably taught the greatest in the Law and knew more about it than the rest of these guys did, but he 

was a scribe.  He was a lawyer.   

There is something here a little bit different about this guy than some of the rest of them.  We will talk 

about that as go on down through here. 

Which is the first commandment of all? 

28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that 

he had answered them well, asked him, which is the first commandment of all? 

If you remember what we had talked about last week, we talked about the resurrection.  The week 

before that we talked about paying taxes or paying tribute to Caesar.  Do you remember talking about 

that? 

As Jesus has been teaching and preaching to the Pharisee mob, the Herodians, and to the Sadducees; 

there is no doubt in my mind that this scribe has been in the crowd because that is what it says here.  

¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άΧƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΧέ  Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
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and preaching and teaching, this scribe has been in the crowd.  He has been listening to what has been 

said.  He has been listening to the Words of Jesus.   

LǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΗ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǝǳȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΦ  IŜΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ drifted a 

ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΦ  LǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ƳƛƴŘ 

what the Word of God will do?  Look what happens here. 

IŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎΦ  IŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άΧŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŜƭƭΧέ  !ǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊŜ-

after, as he is hearing Him talk about paying taxes and paying tribute to Caesar and rendering unto 

/ŀŜǎŀǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ /ŀŜǎŀǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǳƴǘƻ DƻŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎΦ  !ǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ 

hearing all these things and as he is hearing Jesus respond to all their questions and the things they are 

trying to do; he understands that Jesus is giving these guys good advice.  That is really is saying 

something about this guy when you hear that.  Even though he is coming and he has been pushed out 

here by the Pharisees that are here, even though these things are happening and he is doing these 

things; he also understands that the answers that Jesus is giving and the counsel that He is giving here, 

ƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άIŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  IŜΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳǘƘΦέ   

¢Ƙŀǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ 

what you teach or preach; they are against it.  Many of them are religious people.  When they hear the 

Word of God preached and taught, instead of receiving that and embracing that, letting it bless them 

and do some great things for them; many times they just rebel against it.   

Lǘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƘŜǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜǎ ƘƛƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎ άIŜ 

ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǿŜƭƭΧέ  IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎǊƛōŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΦ  IŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ 

answer to it.  the reason that I think, that he is asking this question is when you go back and do a little 

studying about the Pharisees you will find that they had come up with 613 different precepts, laws or 

commandments that people need to keep every day.  They had departed so far from God and what God 

had actually said.  They had 613 of them.  The different scribes and different Pharisees looked at these 

different commandments; some of them looked at one thing being the greatest and some looked at 

another being the greatest.  As you read about some of things that they did, they would just sit around 

and argue which one of these 613 commandments was the greatest.  Again, these precepts that they 

had come up with were all man-made.  They were all traditions.  They were things that had been 

handed down to them for years and years.  They had departed from the Word of the living God.   

We see a lot of that today.  We see a lot of tradition preached today.  We see a lot of that taught today.  

Do you know what we need today?  More than we need the breath that we need tonight; we need to 

hear the Word of God.  More than we need food, or anything else; we need the unadulterated Word of 

God being preached and taught because that is really all that will change our lives.  Not only for you and 

meτthe Word of God will bless us.  The Word of God gives us spiritual strength.  The Word of God will 

give us discernment.  The Word of God will give us direction in life.  The Word of God will do that.  The 

reason we are just wandering around in life with seemingly no purpose, no aim and no goal is because 

we have never been subjected to the Word of God.  Many people mean well.  Many people have no 
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malice about them, but they are just sort of beating around in life, never getting anywhere because they 

have never been exposed to the truth that is in the Word of God.   

Some saved people are like that.  They hear this.  They hear that.  They say here sign this card, or be 

baptized or do this or that.  We need to tell people that they must be born again if they want to go to 

heaven.  We have to have a changed life.  You can sign all the cards you want to and die lost.  We can 

ōŀǇǘƛȊŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊȅΧŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ȅŜǘ ŘƛŜ ƭƻǎǘΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ȅƻǳ 

are born into the family of God by the Spirit of God; then you are ready to go to heaven.  

¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ  ά²ƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘΚέ  bƻ ŘƻǳōǘΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎτespecially 

the ones who are sending himτthey want him to get into all these 613 that they have.  They are asking 

him which of these 613 is the best.  However, Jesus was not going to fall into their trap.  He knew exactly 

ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ  IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴŜǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ DƻŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ 

unto Moses back there and gave him the Ten Commandment Law, but Jesus knew that in the day that 

He lived and in the day that you and I live there is nothing any greater than this commandment that we 

are going to talk about here. 

The Greatest Commandment is this… 

 άΧ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻǳǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ [ƻǊŘΥέ 

The ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΧ 

29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our 

God is one Lord: 

Do you remember studying about that a couple of years ago?  Do you remember in Bible School the 

Mezuzah?  If you go back and read Deuteronomy 6 in verses 4, 5, 6 or 8 or 9; do you remember that?  

Do you remember how God commanded the Jews to write that?  They would take it and put it in their 

Mezuzah.  They would take the Shema and write it on a piece of parchment then they would put it in 

their mezuzah and put it on the wall.  They would remember when they go in and out, that there is only 

one God.   

That might do us good today to remember that; to remember that there is only one God.  Many people 

are serving a lot of different gods.  However, there is only one true and living God today and He is sitting 

on the throne in heaven tonight.  There is only One God. 

Polytheism teaches there are many gods.  A few years ago when I was doing some studying and 

different things; they taught a lot about polytheism and model theism.  Model theism means that there 

is only One God.   

True teaching of the Bible=there is only One God. 

The world that we live in wants to teach that there are all kinds of gods.  There are all kinds of things 

that people worship as gods.  However there is only One God that is alive today and He is the Creator.  
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He is the One who created the heavens and the earth and all things that are there.  He is the One that 

ōǊŜŀǘƘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƴƻǎǘǊƛƭǎΦ  IŜ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǎƻǳƭΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƛǾŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜΦ  IŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ hƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΧ 

The Lord our God is one Lord 

29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our 

God is one Lord: 

άΧ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻǳǊ DƻŘΧέ  LŦ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ IƛƳ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ personal relationship ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳΦ  άΧ¢ƘŜ 

[ƻǊŘ ƻǳǊ DƻŘΧέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭΦ  LŦ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ IƛƳΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ 

IƛƳΦ  άΧ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻǳǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǇƭŀƛƴΦ  LǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ IŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 

that this is the Greatest Commandment.  There is nothing any greater that man can do than love the 

Lord God.  That is the greatest thing that we can do.  This is the fƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΧ 

30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

Again, it is personal.  People want to talk about that there is a God out there in heaven.  However, if we 

are really saved tonight; He is our Savior.  He is my Savior.  He is your Savior, if you are saved.  He is our 

shepherd.  We are the sheep of His pasture.  It is a personal thing.   

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart 

This is the supreme commandment.  Jesus is telling this man.  He goes back to Deuteronomy 6 and He 

ǉǳƻǘŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΦ  άΧǘƘƻǳ ǎƘŀƭǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƘȅ 

DƻŘ Χέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ DƻŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƭƻǾŜέ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ 

agape.  It is the word here that there are no strings attached to this love.  It is a love that only comes 

from Almighty God.  That is what he is talking about.  We ought to love the Lord God without any strings 

ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ IŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜǎ ƳŜΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ IŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ Ƴȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦ  

The reason I love Him is because He first loved me.   

When I was lost, undone, and doomed He still yet loved me.  He saved me.  I love Him whether He 

ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ Ƴȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ  L ǎǘƛƭƭ ȅŜǘ ƭƻǾŜ IƛƳΦ  LŦ LΩƳ ǎƛŎƪΣ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ȅŜǘ ƭƻǾŜ IƛƳΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ 

ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ LΨǾŜ ƎƻǘΤ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ȅŜǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ IƛƳΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƛƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ 

ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΤ LΩƳ ǎǘƛll yet going to love Him.  That is the way we have to be.   

[ƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘŘŜǊΤ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅ ƘƛƎƘŜǊΦ  Lƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 

we can do in life is to love the Lord God; that is the most supreme thing that we can ever do.  We love 

Him not because He loves us, not because He blesses us, not because He is going to give us heaven.  We 

love Him because He rescued us from a lake of fire.  That is awesome to think about. 

{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ōŀǊƎŀƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ  άDƻŘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ [ƻǊŘ LΩƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦέ  ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎ 

ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜΦ  L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŀǊƎŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ  
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He says this is the supreme commandment.  This is the first commandment is to love the Lord thy God.   

…with all thy heart… 

With all (a-l-l) thy heaǊǘΧ  ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 

ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΦ  IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ά[ƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƘȅ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 

ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΧέ  ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΤ ǿŜ Ƴust be.  That is the first 

commandment.  That is the greatest commandment that has ever been given is for us to love the Lord 

thy God completely and totally be dedicated unto Almighty God.  That is where our will comes from, is 

our heart.  Our will must be totally devoted, dedicated and surrendered unto Him.  To give our whole 

heartτall of our thoughts hereτwe will talk about here just in a minute.  Our thoughts and our mind, 

ƻǳǊ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΤ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ άΧƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ Lord thy God with our 

ǿƘƻƭŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΧέ  IŀǾŜ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΚ  IŀǾŜ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǳƴǘƻ DƻŘΚ   

9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ ōǳǘ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ 

ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΤ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭy on their way or not.  If we love the Lord thy God, like we say we 

love the Lord thy God, then our lives will be different.  My desires will be different.  Do you know what I 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΚ  L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ   

We will surrender our will unto Him.  We will be devoted unto Almighty God.  We will. 

…with all thy soul… 

30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

The ǎŜŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀƴΩǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜτour consciousness, is really what He is talking about.  The very 

ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎΧ 

tƭŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ  LŦ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀ ŦƭƻǿŜǊΤ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ  LǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ  DǊŀǎǎ ƛǎ 

alive.  Trees are alive.  However, there is something different about a plant, tree or flower from men.  

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƻǳƭ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜΦ  

They are aliveτplants and treesτbut they do not have a soul.  We have a soul; something that makes 

us aware of things about us.  With that part of us, we need to worship and love Almighty God.  With 

every bit of our soul, with every bit of whatever it is that makes us conscious or alive; we need to 

worship, praise and to lovŜ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅ DƻŘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘΦ 

Not only with our hearts, the seed of our affections, the seed of our emotions or will, but also with our 

consciousness, or our soulτthe real you and the real me.  You see, that is the part that is alive.  That is 

the part that is conscious; is our soul.  That part of us needs to worship Almighty God. 

Not only does it say that but it says here: 

…with all thy mind… 
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With all thy mind; the seed of our reasoning, our understanding, the intellectual power that God has put 

within man.  Our thinking and our reasoning is in our minds.  That part of usτnot only our hearts, our 

souls, but with our minds (intellect, reasoning); we need to love Almighty God.   

L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻǿƴ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΦ  IƻǿŜver, what Jesus is telling usτHe is 

ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΦ  IŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎΥ άΧǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘΦέ   

¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀƴ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ  ά²ƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘΚέ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ 

there.  He is going to go on aƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ƘƛƳ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǎƪΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƻƴŜ L 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘΦ  LŦ L ǎŀȅ L 

really love God, there is nothing in what I say that will prove that I really love God.  There is nothing in 

the words that I say that will prove that I really love God.  However, our actions will prove whether we 

really love God or not. 

The second is… 

31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none 

other commandment greater than these. 

 So, Jesus is not going to stop at just telling him the first or greatest commandment. 

30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 

and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ strength, but everything about us should be focused towards loving Godτall of our 

strength.  If our heart is, if my mind is, if my soul is, then all of my strength needs to be focused towards 

ƭƻǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ  LŦ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ 

going to be committed to God.  If you really love Him, you are going to be devoted to Him and you are 

going to be committed to Him.  In the next ǾŜǊǎŜΧ 

…Love your neighbor as yourself… 

31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none 

other commandment greater than these. 

άΧ¢Ƙƻǳ ǎƘŀƭǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ ǘƘȅǎŜƭŦΧέ  bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻǳǘƘŦǳƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜre.  Do you know 

what this man here knew and also all the other Pharisees that were around there?  No doubt, every one 

of them had their mezuzah on their door.  No doubt, any Pharisee anywhere could have quoted you the 

Shema.  They ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ [ƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƘȅ DƻŘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΦΦΦǎƻǳƭΦΦΦŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦέ  !ƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘΦ   

When they dressed; they dressed the part of a religious person.  They wore long robes and they would 

sit on the street corner and pray.  They would make real long prayers.  They would paint their faces up 

and let everybody know they were fasting.  They wanted to appear religious on the outside, but Jesus 

ǎŀƛŘ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ŘŜŀŘ ƳŜƴΩǎ ōƻƴŜǎΦέ   
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Do you remember?   

IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άhƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǎŜǇǳƭŎƘŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŘŜŀŘ ƳŜƴΩǎ 

ōƻƴŜǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 

saying they love God.  They were playing the part.  They were going through all the motions of all these 

613 precepts that they had.  No doubt, they tried to keep most of them that they could.  However, there 

ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƛŘ ǘŜǎǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ  άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭly 

ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ǎƻǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΤ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΦέ  IŜ ǎŀȅǎ 

ǘƻΣ άΧƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ   

That probably would have been just like grabbing the Pharisees by the collar and slapping them.  There 

were people that these religious Pharisees hated.  If they saw a Gentile or a Samaritan, they would not 

even speak to them.  If they were in the market place and happened to bump into somebody they felt 

like they were unclean just because they bumped into somŜōƻŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ WŜǿ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ Ƙƻƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜΦ   

Listen 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎΦ  ά[ƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ  

LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘΦ  L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘings quiet just a little bit.  He is not saying this:   

LΩǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜƭŦ-centered people.  They were people who were in love 

with themselves.  They were people who wanted everything their way.  They were people who if they 

did not get their way; they were always puffed and mad.  They were like a little boy who if he did not 

play the game that he wanted to play, and then he would take his ball and go home.  There are many 

mature people, in [physical] age, who are 30, 40, 50, and 60 years old who have never grown up 

spiritually and they are in love with themselves but they are conceited, self-ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 

ŀƴȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴΦ  ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

want then they will do that.  Jesus is Not talking about those kinds of people. 

He is talking about this kind of a love. 

Get this. 

LŦ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜƭŦΧ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ 

honest and sincere taking this Bible, this Truth, the Word of God and letting it be the mirrorτlet it show 

us who that we really are.  I am not saying that we are perfect. 

ü I can look in here and see myself as a saved individual 

ü Know that I am ready to go to heaven 

ü Am pleased with where I am at in my relationship with God 

That is what Jesus is talking about. 
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²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅΦ  LŦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘτthat does not mean 

ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŦŀǳƭǘǎΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ  ²ƘŜƴ L ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ L ǎŜŜ άǎŜƭŦΣέ L 

can see how good and how great God is and how good and how great God has been to me.  I see how 

much God loves me.  I can see myself being satisfied with my life before Him.  (I can see myself) loving 

the life that I have, loving ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ŀǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ƳŜΣ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΧƭƻǾƛƴƎ 

Ƴȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΤ ƛŦ L ƭƻǾŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ǘƘŜƴ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

have any problem loving you.   

Do you know what the problem is with people about loving their neighbor?   

 CƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜŘ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ǎƻǳƭΣ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ 

strength then they would not have any problems loving people.  They could understand where they are 

at in their life.   

In the generation that we are living in today, I never saw so many people who are dissatisfied.  They are 

not satisfied with their jobs.  They are not satisfied with their homes.  They are not satisfied with their 

husband or their wife, their children, finances, church, preacher; they are not satisfied with anything.  

They wonder why their life is such a wreck.  They wonder why that their life is in shambles and 

everything is falling apart.   

Do you know what has happened? 

¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘey say they love God.  When I love Him with all my heart, with all my 

soul, with all my mind and with all my strength then I am going to be able to see myself as He sees 

me.  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ƙŀƭƻ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘǎΦ  L Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛed with where I am 

at.  I can be satisfied with my relationship with Him.  I can know that He loves me.  I can know that He 

cares about me.  I know that He loves me in spite of me.   

Do you know what my biggest enemy is me.  Your biggest enemy is you.  We want to blame it on the 

devil and everybody else, but the individual that causes us the most problems is us.  if we love ourselves, 

if we love where God has placed us, if we love our lot in life, if we love all aspects of our livesτagainτ

ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƻƴƎΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ŘƻǿƴΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ȅƻǳ 

will never have sickness.  It does mean that we can wake up and know that God loves us and know that 

we are in the hallow of His hand.  (We can know) that He is taking care of us.  His presence is upon our 

ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  IŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻǾŜ IƛƳΦ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  όLΩƳύ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǘŜŘΦ  όLΩƳύ 

not being a smart-ŀƭƭŜŎΦ  όLΩƳύ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜƭŦ-centered. 

The happiest people on earth are people who know where they are at in life and know they have been 

put there by the hand of Almighty God and they love it. 

The best people that I have ever had work for me are people who loved their jobs.  Do you know what 

you can do?  I have had people work for me before who were brilliant people, but they did not like 

where they were at.  They did not like it because they had to answer to somebody else.  Even though 
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they were smart and intelligent and they were very well coordinated and could do all kinds of different 

things; they did not really do any good.  They were not satisfied because they thought they had to be 

number one.   

I have had some people that have worked that may not have been able to write their name with a pen; 

they may not have been the smartest people that I have ever had to work but it was people who just 

loved to be there.  They loved where they were at and what they were doing.  You can take those kinds 

of people and move mountains because they love what they are doing.   

!ƎŀƛƴΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΧƳŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 

ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ Ŝlse.  If 

ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƳŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΧtŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ 

ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǘŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǳǘƘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ 

despise themselves.  If you do that then you ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΦ   

IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜǊŜ άLove your neighborΦέ   

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƛǎ ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΚέ  9ǾŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ Ǌŀƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǎŀȅ ά²ƘƻΩǎ Ƴȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΚέ  hǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ƛǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ŏƻntact with.  We are to love them 

ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ǎǘǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘΦ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘƻΚ   

¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƘŀƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛƴƎŜǊΦ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅΚ  Lǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ 

Ƙƛǎ ŦƛƴƎŜǊΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳΚ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜat yourself up when you look in the 

ƳƛǊǊƻǊ Řƻ ȅƻǳΚ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ   

We need to love our neighbor.  Just as I am not going to take a hammer and hurt myself, we must (love 

our neighbor).  It is not an option.  Jesus did not say ά[ƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƘȅ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ǎƻǳƭΣ 

ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǎŜƭŦΦέ  IŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴŀƭΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ 

commandment.  That is something that we must do. 

If I love Him with all this beingτthat is what He is sayingτwith every bit being that we have; if I love 

DƻŘΣ ƛŦ L ƭƻǾŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ŀǘΣ LŦ L ƭƻǾŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΧŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 

ǿŀȅΦ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΚ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƳƳŜǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ Ŝither 

because when you hurt, I hurt.  That is because I love you. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ ǎŜƭŦΣ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜǊŜ άƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦέ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŘƻƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ƘŀǊƳΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘǊǳǘƘΗ 

We try to justify things a lot of times.  We want to try to destroy people with our mouth, tongues and 

ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǎƭƛǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƴŜŀƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙǳƴǘ ǳǇ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƎƻǎǎƛǇΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ IƛƳ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǎǳǊŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭove 

yourself when you do that.  You absolutely do not love your neighbor when you do that.  It is dangerous 

when we do that.  It shows who we really are. 
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I can say anything that I want to that I love God, but I prove that I love God by loving my neighbors.  

²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƳŜƭƭ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ  ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀƛǊΣ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƘŀƛǊ ƻǊ ƴƻ ƘŀƛǊΤ ǿŜ 

Ŏŀƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ 

may lie to us and they may lie about us, they may say all kinds  of mean things to us and about us, but if 

we really love God, if we really love ourselves; then we can honestly and sincerely get down on our faces 

before Almighty God and ask God to save them.   

Whatever it has been in life, we can honestly and sincerely get down on our faces before Almighty God.  

When we love Him and when we are where we need to be with God, we can ask God to bless our 

ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪΦ 

First Commandment 

30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

The Second is like it 

31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none 

other commandment greater than these. 

This guy got more than he bargained for.  He wanted to hear what Jesus had to say about some of the 

precepts.  However, what the crowd did not want to hear is that the second is just as important as the 

first.   

31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none 

other commandment greater than these. 

Do we really do that?  That is a serious question. 

Do we really love our neighbor as we do ourselves?  

 ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻōŜǊƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ  LǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǉǳŜstion that we need to ask ourselves. 

Everybody sitting here tonight, everybody listening to me tonight we probably fall short in that area. 

These things are not optional.  The supreme thing is to love the Lord. 

Up there along side of that is to love our neƛƎƘōƻǊǎΦ  LŦ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ȅƻǳΦ  LŦ L ƭƻǾŜ 

you then I am not trying to destroy your reputation.  If you love God you are not trying to drive a wedge 

ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘΦ 

That is plain and simple.   

²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 

have to love people.  
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¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅ ά²ŜƭƭΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƘƻ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜΦέ  ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΦ  ¸ƻǳ 

are not going to make it. 

Get to where you need to be with God and loving other people will be easier.   

So much depends on that.  Your spiritual growth as a Christian depends on whether you love people or 

ƴƻǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎǊƻǿ 

ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  Lǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ  

¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎǊƻǿΦ   

¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǎǇŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜƭȅ with the soul 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

ƳŀǘǳǊŜŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŀŎƛŦƛŜǊΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛǘ 

looks odd. 

A few years ago, you would see teenagers, and 20 year olds, and 80 year olds sucking on a pacifier that 

had candy on it; anyways they were sucking on something and it looked stupid to me.  We have many in 

church today that look stupid because they have never matured any spiritually.  The problem is not 

being with people, the problem is not with all the things that they want to blame it on but the problem 

is that they did not love the Lord like they said they did.  Since they did not love the Lord then they could 

ƴƻǘ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 

ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  ¢ǊǳǘƘΚ 

Hear and Believe the Word of God 

Jesus says something here. 

32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and 

there is none other but he: 

33 And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and 

with all the strength, and to love his neighbor as himself, is more than all whole burnt 

offerings and sacrifices. 

34 And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly he said unto him, Thou art not far from the 

kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any question. 

Do you know what this lawyer understood?  He understood that Jesus was answering truthfully.  He had 

heard the discussions that they had and all the answers that Jesus gave and he understood that what 

WŜǎǳǎ ƘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǿŀǎ ǘǊǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 

When we will hear the Word of God and believe the Word of God as being truth, we are getting real 

close to being saved.  We are getting real close to being saved because we have to do that.  We have to 

believe that the Word of God is truth.  We have to ask God forgive us and cleanse us.  God will cleanse 

us.   


