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Are you questioning the Lord’s authority in your life? 

April 1, 2009 

Bob Bradley 

Mark 11:27-33 

27 And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple, there come to him 

the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders, 

28 And say unto him, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this 

authority to do these things? 

29 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I will also ask of you one question, and answer me, 

and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 

30 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men? answer me. 

31 And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why 

then did ye not believe him? 

32 But if we shall say, Of men; they feared the people: for all men counted John, that he was a 

prophet indeed. 

33 And they answered and said unto Jesus. We cannot tell. And Jesus answering saith unto them, 

Neither do I tell you by what authority I do these things. 

The verses that we just read in this event are happening on Tuesday; if we understand things correctly.  

For the last few weeks, we have been looking at different things here on Wednesday night.  However, a 

few weeks ago we looked at the Triumphal Entry; when He comes into Jerusalem riding a donkey.  

People were praising Him.  They were recognizing Him as the Messiah.  It was just a great time.  We 

talked about that and the events that took place there.  We talked about Him cursing the fig tree.  We 

talked about Him cleansing the temple.  When we read these things, I think we miss how close they 

happened together and why some things were done the way they were done.   

This particular event happened on Tuesday.  He is going to die on Friday, but this happened on Tuesday. 

27 And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple, there come to him 

the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders, 

Picture this in your mind and keep this thought in your mind.  Just one day before, He went into the 

temple and cleansed the temple.  What I mean by that; you remember He overturned the tables of the 

money changers and He run out those that sold doves and all the animals that were there inside the 

area where people should have been able to come and worship Almighty God.  It was a place of 

commerce.  It was a place of business.  That is what the chief priest, scribes, and elders had allowed.  As 
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you study things, they were getting very wealthy by what was going on here in the temple area and all 

that was happening here. 

There is no doubt in my mind when we read about what Jesus did that this must have broken His heart.  

For all that He had done in the previous three years:  

1. how He proved who He was 

2. ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 

3. those that had been saved 

4. healed 

5. raised from the dead 

All the things that He had done and not only that, but also all the things that His Father had done for this 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ άΧŀ ŘŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛŜǾŜǎΦέ 

Yet when He goes into this house of prayer where people should have been worshiping and praising 

God; it was not that at all.  It was just a place of business, a place of commerce, a place where many 

came to loaf, talk, whittle, and just gossip.  That is what it had become.  It had to break His heart when 

He saw what was going on in here.  As we talk about that, it is sad to say that in many of our Baptist 

churches today, that is what it has become.  It has become a social place.  It has become a place that we 

Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 

because dad and mom go.  This one goes or that one goes or someone will talk about me.  It is more of a 

social gathering sometimes in a lot of places.  It is a place we come to gossip.  Many people just come to 

find out the latest news.  I feel sorry for folks who come to church just find out the latest news, gossip.   

We come here for one purpose and that is to worship Almighty God.  We come here to worship Him, 

praise Him, and thank Him for all that He is doing.  If He is not doing anything in your life, then you may 

need to straighten up some.  If He is not blessing your life, answering your prayers and doing some 

things for you; then you may need to straighten up a little bit.  He is a God that loves us and cares about 

us. 

He loves us enough that He demanded the death of His Son that we might be able to be saved and be 

born into His family.  That tells us how much He loves us. 

IŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  IŜΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ  IŜΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ 

the Gentiles.  I thought today as I was reading and studying a little bit; I tried picture in my mindτfrom 

pictures that I have seen and I am sure that you have looked at different and maybe in the back of your 

Bible it has a picture of what the temple may have looked like here.  In my mind, if I understand things 

correctly, it would have been a beautiful place.  The temple would have been a beautiful place.  The 

history that I have read about the temple; it would have had big porches on it.  One of them was called 

{ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǊŎƘΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜre some of the great events that we studied in scripture 

happened.  It would have had big columns in front of it; probably solid limestone or some kind of Ivory 

or something.  They would have been beautiful columns that would have held up big porches.  Not only 
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would it have been pretty to look at but it would have been functional for people to come and stand in 

out of the rain and out of the sun.   

As Jesus is walking around and going through this part of the temple; the whole temple area and all the 

grounds are probably covered seven or eight acres.  Therefore, with the buildings, the grounds, and 

what was inside the city walls; I should say.  It covered several acres.  It was a pretty good sized area.  

However, I thought about Jesus.  He knows He is going to die on Friday.  He understands that.  He knows 

what is going to happen, but yet He is in the temple.  I could imagine in my mind Him walking around, no 

doubt, meditating and thinking.  He probably had all kinds of thoughts running through His mind of what 

ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΦ  ²Ŝ 

know that He was God manifested in the flesh.  We understand that.  However, my friend, He was also 

man.  He hurt.  He felt pain and sorrow just like you ŀƴŘ L ŘƻΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ŘƻƴΩǘΩ ŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ǎƛŘŜ 

of Jesus Christ.  As He walked here, there is no doubt in my mind that His heart is broken.  When He sees 

all that is going on, all the sin that is here and all the rejection that is here; there is no doubt that it 

breaks His heart.  The concern that He must have had knowing that He was going to die shortly, knowing 

that He has been here with them for three years or so; even with all the great things He did, as a nation, 

they are still yet rejecting Him.   

The Bible says here, as they came into Jerusalem, if I understand things correctly, this is on Tuesday.  He 

is walking in the temple.  He is looking around at what is going on and thinking about what is going on, 

thinking about the events that has happened, and thinking about what is going to be taking place.   

There is a good lesson here for us on this.  Many times in life when tragedy comes, do you know what 

we want to do?  Many times we want to run away from God.  However, Jesus knew that tragedy was 

coming, that a trial was coming and do you know what He wanted to do?  Do you know where He was 

at?  He was in the temple.  That is a good lesson for you and me.  When trials and problems come, we 

want to run to everybody except God sometimes.  We want to run to everybody except Him.  When we 

do have trials and problemsτand we all do from time to timeτthen there is no other greater place to 

ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅ DƻŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ōlessing.  There is nothing like that.  There is nothing like that.  There is nothing 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴȅ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ   

If Jesus thought it was good to go to temple and synagogue, then my friend, it is good for us to go.  It is 

good for us to come.  It is good for us to be here, to come, to worship, and to praise Almighty God. 

Here He is walking around.  He is just meandering around.   

27 And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple, there come to him 

the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders, 

Here comes the trio.  Here come the chief priestsτthese guys are the custodians of the temple area.  

They are the ones who should have been overseeing things in the temple.  They are the ones that should 

have been overseeing things to keep things pure.  They are the ones that should have been overseeing 

things to make sure that what people were doing was right.  They should have been overseeing things 
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here to make sure that what people were doing were those that God had commanded for people to do.  

That is what they should have been doing.  The chief priest was an individual that had a lot of 

responsibility and authority.  He was a very high religious figure.  Yet they were eaten up with self-

righteousness.  When we read about the chief priest and the scribesτthe scribes were those that were 

very well learned.  These folks were very educated.  The scribes were those who had taken the Mosaical 

Law that was written upon parchments and different things and they had re-written that to put it in 

some kind of a book form and wrote it on different kinds of material.  However, they had taken the Law, 

statutes, judgments and all the things that were there; when they re-wrote it, they injected into it their 

own traditions.  In other words, instead of taking what God had exactly said in the first five books of 

Moses and writing it down word for word as they should have and passed it on down to people.  What 

they did was take what God had said and inject into it their own philosophy, traditions, or their own 

thoughts.  By the time we get to where Jesus is at here and what these people are looking at there was 

not much similarity to what God had actually said and to what people were saying that God had said.   

I think today, we are losing on the front of that which is truth.  That is why I want people to read their 

Bibles and to know what is in here.  So many times we listen to people on the radio, TV, and even in 

churches; people come in and says all kinds of things.  Many things that people believe are things that 

someone has said to them, or they heard in a song, or heard someone say behind the pulpit somewhere.  

aŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƭǳŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ  

TƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƘƻƭŘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ  LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ōǳǘ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ L ǘŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳΦ  L 

ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌǳǘh.  The Truth will set us free.  The Truth will take us 

through times of hardships, sorrow and it will elevate us through times of persecution and all kinds of 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ  hǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ŀƴȅΦ  hǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǉǳǘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ǳǇƻƴ ȅƻǳΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ 

happened here.   

The chief priest was here.  He was the religious fellow.  He was a fellow who should have been 

overseeing the temple area.  The scribes had re-written the Law.  They were translators and scribes; 

they re-wrote things.  The chief priest scribes and the elders are here.  The eldersτwe have the religious 

leaders and we have the civic leaders here.  They are here.  However, what I want us to see is that these 

are the guys, the individuals that should have been overseeing everything that was going in the temple 

to make sure that it was done right.  These guys should have been doing that.  Instead these guys were 

the ones getting rich from what was going on inside the temple.  The trade of all the animals, the 

exchange of currency and so forth that they would charge fees and the animals that were being sold 

inside the temple; this crowd here was getting rich off of it.  Instead of being concerned about people 

knowing the true God of heaven and to know what God had said and to know what God demands and to 

know what God wants out of our lives; instead of doing that they were just interested in making money.  

They did not care about teaching people the truth.   

Here they come.  Keep in mind now; they have some questions.  Jesus is putting them on the spot.  Just 

two days before, He came into Jerusalem and everybody was declaring Him to be the Messiah.  

Thousands upon thousands of people were lining the streets behind Him and before Him.  He is riding 

on the donkey.  He is coming just exactly like the Old Testament prophets said He would come.  Jesus is 
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coming in and people were recognizing Him as being the Messiah.  These fellows here understand what 

is going on.  They can see their authority slipping away because people now, instead of listening to 

them, they are looking towards their Messiah.  They know who Jesus is.  The common people do.  Here 

they are, but not only that; the day before Jesus goes into the temple area and just completely disrupts 

their business.  Now, here they come.   

28 And say unto him, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this 

authority to do these things? 

The question is this.  I think it is a good questionτreallyτwhen you think about it.  They want to know 

by what authority or what gives Him the right to come in and disrupt their lives.   

28 And say unto him, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this 

authority to do these things? 

Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΚ  ²Ƙƻ ƎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ 

that you think you have the right to come in and totally disrupt our lives.  We are making money.  We 

are making a living inside the temple here.  Why do you think that you have the right to come in and 

ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΚέ  L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛng.  If you have never thought this, you would be 

surprised of how many people that you would talk to who are unsaved that thinks this.  When you read 

ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΣ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ά²Ƙƻ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΦ  hǊ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻu 

have this delegated authority.  What gives you this delegated authority to disrupt our lives or to come in 

here and do what you are doing?  You come into the city and people are declaring you to be the 

Messiah.  You come in and turn over our tables and run out all of our business.  What gives you that 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΚέ   

I want you to think about something.  That same question, many ask today.  Even this very day; you go 

to the hospitals, talk to people, go to schools, do you know what you will hear when you saȅ άIŜȅΣ ȅƻǳ 

ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎŀǾŜŘΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅΚ  

²Ƙȅ Řƻ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΚ  ²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ L ŀƭƭƻǿ IƛƳ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΚ  ²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ L Ƨǳǎǘ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

ŘƻΚ  ²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛǾŜ ŀǎ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΚ  ²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ L Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜΚ  ²Ƙȅ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ IƛƳ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΚέ  L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ ǳǎ ŀƭƭΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛǎΦ   

Many times in our lives, we think the same thing.  They want to know why He thinks He has this 

authority and who gave Him this authority to come in here and disrupt their lives.  If we say that Jesus 

Christ is our Savior then we are saying that He is our Master.  If we are saying that He is our Savior and 

our Master, then He is the One that is in charge.  He is the one that gives orders and we are the ones 

that are supposed to take orders.   

Even in our jobs, there are people who have been delegated authority.  If you go to whatever plant you 

go to, or whatever job you may hold; there have been people in thereτeverybody has a bossτTruth?  

Everybody has a boss.  Somebody in that place of business has been delegated authority over you.  It is 

their responsibility to tell you what to do.  That has been delegated to them. 
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Jesus Christ; if He is the Lord of our lives, He saved us and we say that He is the Lord of our lives, then He 

does have the right to do things in our life that we sometimes may not necessarily like.  What I mean by 

that is this.  Not everything that God asks us to do is something that we want to do.  Even though it is a 

good thing, even though that God has the best in mind for us; when He asks us to do something, not 

everything that He asks us to do; our old Adamic nature wants to do.  He has the right to ask us.  He has 

the right to disrupt our lives because He is our Lord and our Savior.  Do you see where I am going with 

that?  He has that right because He is God.  He is the one that saved us.  He is the one who created us.  

He is the one that breathed into our nostrils the breath of life and we became a living soul.  He is the 

ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŀƭƭ IŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΤ ƛǘΩǎ IƛƳΦ  

When He pulls the plug on us, my friend, we are out of here.  It does not matter who you are or where 

you are at or whatever.  When Jesus says it is time to go, you are going.  He has the right to interject or 

work in our lives.  He has the right to come into our lives, to do things in our lives, and to change our 

ƭƛǾŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ IŜ ƛǎ DƻŘΦ  5ƻŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΚ  {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ   

God comes along, everything is going fine; the job is good, the kids are okay, we have a little bit of 

money and we are getting comfortable and we have all these plans that we are going to do.  We are 

going to get us a new motor home, buy a new motorcycle and we are going to get all of these things.  

¢ƘŜƴ DƻŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ άIŜȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƘŜǊŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘo change 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŜǊŜΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Řƻ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜǊŜΦέ  aŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ά/ƻƳŜ ƻƴΦ  LΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

ƧƻōΣ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǳǇΧΦ 

When I came here, things were going great in my life personally.  I knew I was coming here, but I did not 

know when I was coming here.  When the Lord told me I needed to come here and be full time here; I 

did not want to do that.  That was the last thing on my mind.  I want to come over here and preach on 

Sundays and Wednesdays and go to visitation.  I wanted to do all of that, but I absolutely did not want to 

ŎƻƳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅΣ ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŎǊŀȊȅΦέ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ  

However, when it came evident that I had to do thatτdo you know what it has done?  It has been an 

absolutely awesome ride.  It has been an awesome time.   

{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ DƻŘ ŀǎƪǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΦ  IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ IŜ ƛǎ 

God.  From time to time, He wants us to move.  He wants us to do things.  He asks us to do all kinds of 

things in our life sometimes.  Do you know what we do sometimes?  We allow tradition, family issues, 

ǿƻǊƪ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊ 

think that God does not have the right to do in your lives what He chooses.  He does because He is God.  

He is the one who died at Calvary and shed His precious blood to save you.  If you are saved tonight, 

then you belong to Him.  Whatever He asks you to do; if you will do that then He will bless your life.  If 

ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŘǊȅ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ IŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƘŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŘǳǎǘΦ  ¸ƻǳ 

will never ever do anything for God.  That is happening to a lot of folks today.  God wants to interject in 

our life.  God wants to come in ouǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ǳǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ 

that.   

¢ƘŜǎŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΚέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ 

gives you the right to come in here and interfere with what we are doingΚέ   
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I wish in my own personal life, I wished I would have listened to Him a whole lot more when He does 

interject things into our lives.  If we would all do that we would be a lot better off.  He can do that 

because He is God.  He can do that because He is the Son of Almighty God.  He can do that because He is 

the Creator.  He created us.  He owns us.  He purchased us.  He made us.  He saved us.  Therefore, that 

gives Him the perfect right to work in our lives.  From time to time to say that we need to go in another 

direction, or do this.  That gives Him the perfect right.   

I want to ask you a question tonight; especially unsaved people.  Un-saved people will make that 

ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ  ²Ƙȅ ŘƻŜǎ DƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άIŜȅΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎŀǾŜŘΚέ  !ƎŀƛƴΣ IŜ 

Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ IŜ ƛǎ DƻŘΦέ  IŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ  IŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 

ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άIŜȅΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƻǊƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ  DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ άIŜȅΣ 

ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΦέ  DƻŘ has that perfect right because He is God.   

¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ άΧ.ȅ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΧέ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΚ  ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ 

to come in here and disrupt our lives?  That is the philosophy of the world today.   

άDƻŘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜǊe in heaven.  You just sit out there and make the sun shine, let 

it rain, and let the sun shine on me.  Give me health.  Give me wealth.  Lord, you give me 

ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ  [ƻǊŘΣ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ  LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅΦ  LΩƳ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ  [ƻǊŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǎǘŀȅ Řƻǿƴ ƘŜǊŜ 

ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜΦέ   

That is our philosophy today.  That is why our churches are dying today.  That is why so many people as 

you walk into so many churches; they have shelves built all around them with people sitting upon them.  

They may be sitting in the pews, but actually they are sitting up there collecting dust.  That is really all 

they are doing.  They come and they are just collecting dust.  Do you know why?  It is because 

somewhere along the line, God wanted to do something in their life and they would not let Him.  God 

wanted to do some great things in their life.  God said, ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ [ƻǊŘΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  [ƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦέ   

When you start making statements like that; you are not getting closer to God, you are going the other 

way.  You are getting further away from God. 

bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǎŀȅ ƘŜǊŜ άΧǿƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΧέ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ƙƻ ƎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΚέ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΚ  bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ 

authority from to come in here and ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ  bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛŘ IŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ IŜ ǿŀǎ 

the Son of God, but God is His Father and we know that He had every right to do that.   

29 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I will also ask of you one question, and answer me, 

and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 

Jesus knows how to handle things.  If you read the scriptures and read about all the things and questions 

that people asked Him; He always answered them.  However, many times He would answer a question 
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with a question.  I do that a lot and I never did really think about that here.  Do you know what that 

ŘƻŜǎΚ  Lǘ ƎŜǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪΦ  Lǘ ƎŜǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΦ   

29 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I will also ask of you one question, and answer me, 

and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 

WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ L Řƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ƻƴŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ 

ƳŜ ǘƘŜƴ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ōȅ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ L Řƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŦŀƛǊΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩt it?  You guys want 

ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜΦ  LΩƭƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ȅƻǳΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ  

¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ άaŀƴΣ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ IƛƳ ƴƻǿΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ IƛƳ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ 

question so that they can learn something, or gain some knowledge about Him.  They are trying to trip 

Him up or trap Him.  That is what they are looking to do here. 

30 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men? answer me. 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ  ¢ƘŜ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ; John came three years before.  He came 

ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ άΧǊŜǇŜƴǘ ȅŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘΦέ  IŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

preaching.  They came from Jerusalem and from that whole area when he was preaching.  Many of them 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ WƻƘƴΩǎ Ƴessage and they were being baptized.  The Pharisees came.  John looked at them and 

ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ Ǝǳȅǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǎƴŀƪŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǾƛǇŜǊǎΦέ  IŜ ǘƻƭŘ 

them that they needed to repent and straighten up.  We know they did not do that. 

30 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men? answer me. 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ 

even to us today, when this question is asked of us then it will tell us what we really think about Jesus 

Christ.  John came preaching.  There came a day that John was there and here comes Jesus walking.  Do 

ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ WƻƘƴ ǎŀƛŘΚ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά.ŜƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ [ŀƳō ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǊŜmember that?  John testified that Jesus Christ was the Messiah.  That was what John 

ǎŀƛŘΦ  WƻƘƴ ǘŜǎǘƛŦƛŜŘΦ  WƻƘƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ άLǎ ǘƘŜ 

ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƻǊ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΚέ 

31 And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why 

then did ye not believe him? 

Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  άIŜȅΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

on here?  We better get our ducks in a row here before we answer this guy.  We better think about his 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǳȅΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎΦ 

31 And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why 

then did ye not believe him? 

{ƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ  ²ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƴƻǘΚ  άLŦ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ǿŀǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ ǿŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ IŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 

ƘƛƳΦΩέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ  LǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ  ¢ƘŜ thing is this.  John came preaching.  He preached and taught 
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that Jesus was the Messiah.  These guys here have asked a question.  Jesus asked a question back to 

ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ άLŦ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻu believe 

ƘƛƳΚΩέ  ώ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŜŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ IŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅϐ  bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ WƻƘƴ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

taught that I was the Messiah; if you are saying the baptism of John was from heaven then why are you 

ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƳŜΚ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ WƻƘƴΩs baptism was from heavenτor they are saying in their 

reasoningτWƻƘƴΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ǿŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 

ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ά²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƳŜΚ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

heaven, wƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜƴΚέ 

I wonder why sometimes that when things are brought to us and put in our plate and when Jesus wants 

ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΤ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ IƛƳ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ IŜ ŀǎƪǎ 

us to do.  The reasoƴ L ŀƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άWŜǎǳǎΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦ  

I know that you are my Lord and Savior.  I know that you know the best for me.  I understand that you 

ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ  L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΦέ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ do that, we get ourselves in 

trouble.   

32 But if we shall say, Of men; they feared the people: for all men counted John, that he was a 

prophet indeed. 

¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛƭŜƳƳŀΦ  WŜǎǳǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎ άLŦ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ 

then He is going to say then why did not we believe Him?  If we say of me, then all the people are going 

ǘƻ ǎǘƻƴŜ ǳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ WƻƘƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΦέ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

teaching the truth.  They were not interested in people living right and doing right.  They were not 

interested in that.  They were interested in what they could get and what they could make from the 

ŀǊŜŀΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ  άLŦ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ 

it ƛǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻƴŜ ǳǎΦέ  Lǘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǘΦ   

L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 

questions that might be asked you about a lot of different things in life and there may be many subjects 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ LΩƳ 

not going to answer that question.  However, there is one question that you are going to have to 

answer.  The answer to that question is going to have eternal results.  If we say that Jesus Christ is God, 

yet on the other hand we are afraid to let Him work in our lives and to let Him have rule in our lives.  We 

are afraid of what people are going to say about us and people ridiculing us.  We are just going to be 

neutral.  I worry about where you are at today.  I worry about your relationship with Him.  If we really 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΣ IŜΩǎ ƻǳǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΣ IŜΩǎ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΤ IŜΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

going to do our best to get along with people the best that we can.  However, do you know what we are 

not going to worry about?  We are not going to worry about what people thinks of us.  We are not going 

to worry about whether people like us, or whether thŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ 

That is what the scribes and the Pharisees were worrying about.  They were worrying about position.  

They were worrying about popularity.  They were worrying about money.  They did not want the Lord to 

work in their lives.  They wanted to be popular.  They wanted all the people to brag on them and pat 
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them on the back.  They were very self-righteous.  Do you know what?  You could have talked to these 

guys and they would have told you that they were living right at the foot of the cross.   

I talked ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  L ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀǾŜŘΚ  ²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

Lord?  Preacher what is wrong with you, I am saved.  I joined the church was the term used; way back 

when.  Joining the church evidently has changed over the years or something.  Joining the church is fine.  

Do you know what people need to do today?  They need to get saved today.  I talked to this fellow a few 

minutes.  I knew about his life.  You could not believe him any further than you could throw an elephant.  

IŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀŘǳƭǘŜǊȅΦ  L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ  bƻōƻŘȅ ŜƭǎŜ ŘƻŜǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ  ¸ŜǘΣ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 

ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅΩǎ ƧǳŘƎŜΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ 

judge people.  What I am saying is self-righteousness; when we get so self-righteous that we will not 

ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΚ  

[ƻǊŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΦέ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΚ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎƪ IƛƳ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƻƴe if you want to, but 

ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊǳŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 

IƛƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ IŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ   

33 And they answered and said unto Jesus. We cannot tell. And Jesus answering saith unto them, 

Neither do I tell you by what authority I do these things. 

¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘƻΚ  WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ōȅ ǿƘŀǘ 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŦŦΦ  9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴŜǿ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ IŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ waste His 

time talking to those folks.  Do you know why?  It is because He had been with them for three years or 

so; He had preached, taught, they saw Him raise the dead and they saw Him do all kinds of great things.  

WŜǎǳǎ ƪƴŜǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀƭƭ the things that He had preached, taught, and things they saw Him 

do; what He told them here was not going to change one thing.   

In our life, if we will not allow the Lord authority and right away to work in our lives; whatever it is, 

whatever God asks us ǘƻ ŘƻΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ϦΦΦΦȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

crazy."  God would never bless me to do that.  God would never ask me to that.  You see folks; God does 

some things sometimes that we may not understand.  God will ask us to do some things because God 

has a plan and He can see what He is doing.  He knows that if you will just listen and do what He asks 

you to do; He will bless you.  However, that call is yours.   

If you do not, when God speaks and wants to interject in your life, He wants to move in your life, He 

ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ IƛƳΣ ǘƘŜƴ IŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǳǇƻƴ 

ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘŜƭŦ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ IƛƳ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ 

then He is going to go to somebody that will allow Him to work in their lives and He is going to bless that 

individual and the church of Jesus Christ is going to go right on.  Do you know what?  You are not even 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ it?  Do you think that you are that important that you 

can disrupt the plan of God?  God will bless you if you want to work there is a place for you.  However if 

ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴΦ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅΚ  Lǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ IŜΩǎ God and 

we are just people.  Do you want to do work in your life?  I know we all do.  Do you know what that 

entails sometimes?  That entails doing some things sometimes.  Making steps in our life that we may not 
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want to make.  However, if we will make those steps; and sometimes they are big steps.  Sometimes 

they are steps that if we would consult our families and friends and everyone around us.  They would 

ǎŀȅ άaŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƘŀŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ  LŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪΦ  LŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ DƻŘ it will the 

best for you, for your family, for your kids, husband, wife, it would just be best for everybody.  If you 

choose not to let Him interject in your life and work in your life then you have gone as far as you are 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ 

as the plan, the work of God; you have gone as far as you are going to go.  You are never going to get 

anymore spiritual.  You are never going to grow in His grace.  You are never going to know anything 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ IƛƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ IƛƳ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƴ IŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

give us any answers to the questions that we have just like He did these guys here. 

 

 


